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DEDICATION. 

founding Title?, junaccompa- 
nied with Merit, are things I 
little fet by ; a bafe Man loaded 
with Honours may, like falfe 
Money appear gay to , the; Sight, '[ 
but will ever want with me 
Weight and Currency. Repu- 
tation to the great, is like the 
Cryftal which we place before 
Paftils or Crayons, c which tko' 
but- a' brittle and delicate Co- 
ver, yet it preferves the Pic- 
ture itfelffrom perifhing ; ' it's 
therefore the good Heart you 
poffefs, and a twenty Years Ex- 
perience of your Virtues that 

enduces 
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enduces me to love and reiped 
you: Your Lordfhip however 
highly and defervedly favour'd, 
by the bell and greateft Prince 
alive, never yet let the Courtier 
fwallow up or efface the Ties 
of Friendfhip, Humanity, and 
Benevolence, which the whole 
World allows to exift in you 
in a perfect Manner; fo that 
the longeft Abfence will but 
the more indear you to tfjjpfe 
who have the Honour to know 
you ; it's true, by Diftance, y 
lie under the prefent unavoi 
able Disadvantages of having 
A 3 your 




dedication: 

your good Qualities rather 
heard of then feen, but who, 
my Lord, now-a-Days is fo 
juft as to think of the Merit 
of aWent Friends ? Altho' your 
Conduct in Legantine Matters, 
has let you on the beft Le- 
vel at Turin, with your Bre- 
thren of that noble Kind ; 
yet the Breath of Man is too 
weak to waft over fuch Matters 
to London. That noble Re- 
ply your Lordfhip made to the 
Sovereign, at whoie Court you 
refide, and which induc'd his 
generous Heart to da Juftiee 

to 
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to your opprefs'd Countrymen, 
and eftablifh'd their Rights a- 
gainft the felfifh Clamour of 
a Pack of hungry, mercenary 
Courtiers, will ever {how your 
Spirit to be truly Englijh\ that 
you are greatly worthy of the 
auguft Houfe that you are a 
Member off, and a fit Servant 
to that glorious Prince you fi> 
deiervedJyreprelent; and I am 
fore that perfonal Refpec**, I 
fkw paid to you, not only at 
Turin, but alt the principal 
Courts of* Italy, muft fully 
demonftratc that your Conduct 

is 
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is univerfally admir'd, by that 
wife and difcerning People. 



As I have nothing but a 
Novel to offer to your Lord- 
ihip, I ought perhaps to apo- 
logize for afking you to pa- 
tronize fo fmall a Work, yet 
fuch Fables that at one and 
the fame Time delight and in- 
ftrudt are fitly call'd Apologues^ 
moral and inftruSiwe Tales ; 
And Cervantes fomewhere ob- 
ferves, that' fuch a Work, per- 
formed in a grateful Stile, and 

with 
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with ingenious Invention, and 
approaching as much as poili- 
ble to Truth, would doubtlefs 
compofe, £o beautiful and va- 
rious a Book, that when fi- 
nifli'd, its Excellency and Per- 
fection, muft attain the beft 
End of Writing: I am far, very 
faT indeed, from thinking that 
the following Sheets, will at all 
come up to the Standard Cer- 
vantes lays down ; however, 
my Lord, I know your Humi- 
lity is fo great, as to except 
the Will for the Deed, fo as 

not 
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CHAP. I. 

Without any Apology Mr. Smart is in* 
troduced, who foon makes great Pro* 
grefs in the Efteem of a Lady. 

HSyr** H E temple Church is the 
T ffj Place of Rendezvous for 

iSPSl ji man y °f the petit. Maitres 
and Belles of that Quarter of the 
Town, as whoever goes there on 
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2 The Temple Be au; 

a Sunday may fee, not worfhipping 
the God of Heaven and Earth, but . 
the little Droll Cupid with a fervent 
Zeal. 

Amongst thefe appear'd a certain 
amphibious Gentleman, whom we 
ihall call Mr. Smart. This Gentle- 
man was each Morning a Counsel- 
lor, each Evening a Courtier. AtTFeft- 
minfter he appear'd in a full-bottom'd 
Wig, and, a black Goat and Gown, 
till Two o'Clock ; after Dinner he* was 
lac'd, pbwder'd, and a Beau ; which 
Finery he never fail'd to exhibit e* 
very Night, firft at the bell CofFee- 
Houfes of that Quarter, and then 
at the Routs of the fine Ladies in 
and about Chancery-Lam. 

Our Adventurer, was a Spark, who 
in fpite of an obfcure Birth, and 4 

fevetf 
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leven Years Clerkftiip, muft needs fee 
up for a Man of Education, and 
a complete fine Gentleman ; and who 
thought, that, becaufe he was dreft 
fbmething like the Mode, and laugh'd 
at his Equals, he was therefore much 
above them. 

Indeed Mr. Smart was not at all 
Times to be known ; for the long dis- 
mal Peruke of the Morning, and the 
friz'd Hair, and gaudy Attire of the 
Evening, would have almoft deceived 
his very Father who begot him ; and 
to carry his Farce on the better, he 
never took the leaft Notice of his 
Wefttmnfter-Hall Friends, after the 
Clock (truck Three. 

When this Proteus vifited, his 

Shoulders were powder'd, his Drefs 

t>f twenty Colours, his Ruffles Lace ; 

A z and 



i 



4 The Temple Beat?; * 

and by great good Luck he had a 
Wart under his Eye, which afford- 
ed him a decent Pretence to cover 
it with a Patch. 

To fay the Truth, he was equippVi 
fb well, as to pafs with the Many, 
for a very fine Gentleman, at any 
Horfe-Race, Ball, or other Diverfi- 
on, whether it happen'd ever fb far 
off, or ntar London. 

Mr. Smart thus dreft, appeared 
at Church amongft the Law-Mul- 
titude with a thoufand fantaftick Airs, 
and thruft himfelf into the firft 
Pew. It happen'd to be next one, 
where fat a young Woman of un- 
common Beauty and Innocency in 
her Look, who in this important 
Hiftory, for Decency Sake, we fhall 
call Mifs Jenny. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Smart had no fooner call bis 
Eyes on this new Beauty, but he be- 
came paflionately in love; a Thing 
very extraordinary in him, who hi- 
therto had been an univerfal humble 
Servant to the whole Sex. But 
Cupid to be reveng'd on his Indif- 
"ference, drew his Arrow up to the 
Head, and wounded moft cruelly the 
Heart of our gay Templar. 

It's impoflible for me to tell what 
cruel Pains our young Lover en- 
dur'd; but certain it is, that from 
that very Hour he made a folemn 
Vow to offer her his Services. And 
not long after, a certain Clerk in the 
Neighbourhood having put a Angu- 
lar AfFrpnt upon Mife Jenny for re** 
fufing his proffer'd Love, our new- 
wounded Lover engag'd himfelf very 
A 3 deeply 
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deeply in this Affair, and offered to 
fight his Antagonift with Sword and 
Piftol, which on a Refiifal on the 
Clerk's Part, ended in a kicking Bout, 

This feafonable Piece of Gallan- 
try was, as one may' conceive, very 
agreeable to Mifs Jenny, who wa& 
• rejoic'd at heart to find herfelf be- 
come the Subjedt of a Duel, and A 
(he thought fhe had immenfe Obli- 
gations to Mr. Smart , on this heroick 
Occafion. Old Mrs* Gripe, the Mo- 
ther of Mifs Jenny, was well pleas'd 
alfo with the Means taken in her 
Daughter's Behalf, and thought lhe- 
could do no lefs than let our Hero 
know his Vifits would be agreeable to 
the whole Family. 

This was, however, contrary to her 
ijfual Practice, which was to fhut up 
her Daughter from all Ijitercourfe 

widv 
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with Men, both in publick, and pri- 
vate. And here it may not be amifs 
to inform the Reader, that Mils Jen- 
ny's Father was an eminent Sollicitor, 
and as Mr. Smart was faid to be a 
rich CounfeUor, the old Folks thought, 
that perhaps Time, and Opportuni- 
ty* might make a Match betwixt the 
young People. 

At the firft Vifit, Mr. Smart got a 
private Opportunity to fpeak to the 
fair Keeper of his Heart •, when draw- 
ing himfcrlf into an affe&ed Pofture, 
" Mifs, Jays he, from what I can 
" j u ^ge, you have not fail'd ma- 
** king an eftimable Conqueft, a Con- 
** queft no lefs than that of my 
" fublime-Heart!" 

J E NNT 9 who was quite a No- 
vice in Love-Matters, coolly reply'd, 
A 4 u She 



S f^ Timpli Bbauj 
44 She did not know what he meant 
44 by talking of Hearts^ but was cer- 
44 tain if he had loft his, flie had not 
M found it.* 



. »» 



44 My Meaning is, fays Smart (with 
44 the utmoft Emotion) I, know a 
M Perfon, quite devoted to you, and 
44 one, who having feen your great 
44 Beauty, has made a Vow to ferve 
44 you, and love you, and give you hi$ 
^ Heart." — 

w Very well, fays Mifs Jenny ^ and 
44 if you have devoted me your Heart, 
44 I, at the fame Time, give you your 
44 Anfwer ; in praying God to re- 
44 ftore it you back again.** 

44 My God! (crys our Lawyer a 
44 Kttle angrily) what, when I aft fo 
44 ferioufly, muft you needs make^a 

" Jeft 
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c< Jcft of me ? of me the moft paffio- 
cc nate of your Lovers !" — 

To thefe Words Jenny reply'd blulh- 
ing^ — " Take care, Sir, what you fay]; 
" Pm an honeft Girl, and have na 
" Lovers ; Mamma, has warn'd me 
c< againft having Lovers."— 

€€ Well, Madam, fays Smart, I 
iC lam fure I have faid nothing to 
<c fhock you* my Intentions are hon- 
41 ourable, my Elame pure, and tend- 
cc ing to the Land of Matrimony."— 



€i What then, fays Jenny, you would 
cc marry me! If that be the Cafp, you 
" muft ev*n apply to my Papa, and 
" N^Iamma, who only can tell what 
*• Fortune they will give me."— 

A 5 << Mat- 
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cc Matters fays our Lover, are 
i€ not advanced far enough to talk. 
41 • of Fortune •, all I defire at pre- 
** fent is, your* Efteem, and Leave 
** to be your Admirer."— 

" To which Jenny replied, I know 
" myfelf very well, and what is beft 
4i for me to do."— 

This cold Anfwer quite difconcer- 
ted our Gallant, who would have been 
glad to have made Love in a polite 
Style; and no Doubt he would have- 
poured forth all the Flowers of his 
Rhetorick^ if he had not met with a 
Girl difpos'd to liften to him. 

But here Mr. Smart was much in 
the Wrong ; for Girls of this Kind 
would have a Man become amorous 

from 
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from the fmalleft Encouragement, and 
then to go immediately to Do&or'a 
Commons for a Licence, and be in- 
ftantly married; being quite Stran- 
gers to thofe foft Indigencies and 
Friendfhips, which make Part of 
our Youth glide away moft inchant- 
* ln gly? and which may even fubfift 
confifte/rt with the moft fevere Vir- 
tu*. 

But Girls, like Jenny, don't care a 
Rufti about the good or bad Qua- 
lities of their Lover, nor how to 
gain Love by Efleem, and after pro* 
ceed to Affe&ion ; all they confider, 
is to get a Hujband, and that they 
may not become old Maids, they em- 
brace the firft good Offer. 

From hence proceeds the great 
Difference betwixt the middle Station 

of 

2 
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of Life, and People of Fafhion. For 
the Man, that knows the World, makes 
an open Profeffion of Gallantry, and 
being us'd to good Company from his 
Cradle, acquires a Habitude of Po^ 
Ktenefs and Civility which he carries 
to his Grave. 

Whereas under-bred People can. 
never amend their Air, never ftudy 
the Art of pleafing, which is only 
lcarn'd of the Ladies, and from the 
Inlpiration of Love. If thefe Men. 
make Love, it's only enpaffant, and ia 
ibme fet Form, and they'll be fure 
to pra&ife all the different Formali- 
ties, they have gathered from a whole 
Stock of Romances, 

Notwithstanding the great Inti- 
macy that Mr. Smart, had contrafted 
with the Family, from the public 

Defence 
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Defence of Jennf* Honour, yet hit 
Love-Bufinefs advanced but flowlyj 
his Miftrefs ever retired to herChan> 
ber, when he came, or if fhe chanc'd 
to ftay, fhe never open'd her Lips* 
fo referv'd fhe was before her Mo- 
ther, who was always at her Tail* 
he therefore found it neceffary to 
become her declared Lover, and to 
demand her in Form. For he con- 
fidered, that a Counfellor might without 
the Ieaft Vanity always pretend to the 
Daughter of a Sollicitor. 

Mr. Gripe was very rich; and 
what was next moft remarkaBJe of 
him, he had a fine Library: Indeed 
I may more fitly call it a Shop of 
Books; for he never refufed felling 
any Thing, curious out of it, to the 
beft Bidder. 

GRIPE 
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GRIPE was ever determined to* 
ijiarry his Child to a Maft of Bufi- 
jtefi; one quite attached to the Weft- 
Hfinfter-Hallt and who rejoyc'd in the 
Sight of a Bundle of Briefs ; if this 
Were the Cafe, he cared not a Far- 
thing if his Sori-in-Law fhould be 
handfbm6, or ugly, polite or bru- 
tal; but if he lov'd Bufinefs, and was 
fteady in it, that was all he required. 
Nay, he did not fo much as value 
his Daughter's extraordinary Beauty at 
the Price of a Groat ; nor did he in 
the leaft defire that by that fhe fhou'd' 
make her Fortune. 

Perhaps in this judging right; 
for it moftly falls out that thofe 
who build on fuch Plans, are the 
Dupes of their Vanity. For the Fa- 
mily they match, into difcard and dis- 
inherit 
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inherit their Son, and the new mar- 
ried Parties are frequently undone. 

This favourable Difpofition in 
Gripe was the Caufe that Mr Smart, 
parched with Love, demanded his 
Daughter in Marriage. 

GRIPE received the Propofcl 
with all the Civility his Nature was 
capable of-, he enquired mod me- 
thodically into his Subftance. If he 
had no Mortgages \ no Debts, nor 
old Debaucheries to fettle. The great^ 
eft Difficulty he found was, that 
his Son was too great a Beau, that 
is, he was fo over-dreft, and too- 
much a Coxcomb. For even that 
Neatnefs, which pleafes all honeft 
Men, fhocked Mr. Gripe* 

He told Smart, that the Time he be- 
flowed in Drefs was all loft, in which 

Time 
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Time fixarfinca Ralls of Parch- 
aright: be engpa&'d ; lie alfo la^ 
that Ms fine Waiftcoar muft 
cant moce than twenty Motions 
jcBk. Bar iMjiwidifLm dmg all thefc 
Q yerluu^ the great Efterm he had 
cqulsvqkL fir Smart* on his Daugh- 
ters .4 g r rn if t r y dccernmed the Affair 

Tootsy 5c fend* moft have a Time 
si pss rfi md that ; if he would 
ine is Etogxtccr T he hoped in three 
^ftBBOsaz xeiaortasdktyandgreafy 
«e Sirm^y Aai ac Length, after he 
:n£esun > i kc* Rectal, his Stock 
^x ae Fuzacs^. aad all the Deeds of 
as F-nmix i be crew die Marriage- 
Verier jcd Mr. Smart was admit- 
qsl 3? a tjfmim ' Inttrcourfe with the 
Lair. 

That 
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That is, he faw her at one End 
of die Chamber, in the Prefence of 
her Mother, who was always nigh 
at Hand, occupied in one Bufinefc 
or another. But this did not laft * 
long, for in a few Days, Preparations 
were made for the Wedding, and 
the Parties (according to Aft of Par- 
liament) were afk'd in the Church. 

Now Reader, I don't at all queftion, 
(however gentle thou art,) but thou wilt 
be crying out here's a fine Romance 
indeed f It's neither Jong, nor very in- 
terefting, and it is already ending in a 
Marriage. Romances generally confift 
of feven or eight Volumes. 

But pardon me, good Reader, if I 
abridge my Work, and run poll to 
a Conclufion, you are much obliged 
to me, if I cure yqu of that Impatience* 

which 
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which many Readers are feized with; 
to know the End of a Story. But, if 
on the contrary, you chance to be of 
a patient Turn, you will do well 
to confider, that many Things happen. 
between the Cup and the Up. 

This Marriage then is not fo far 
advanc'd as might Be imagined, it be- 
longs to me here to make a Hero or 
Heroine. I may call. for one as often 
zb t fhall write a new Volume ; and it 
is very often the ill Luck of Heroes 
of this Kind, when they think they, 
embrace their Miftrefles, to find only 
a Cloud ; unhappy Ixions! that gulp 
down nothing but Wind, whilft theiir 
Ccnfidanfs run away with the Lady. 

But here as we are relating no great 
Affairs, and as I (hall difplay nothing 
but Truth, I will ingenuoufly confefs^ 

* that 



forbidding of tbe * ded , that our Mr. 
^r/had^enVver 

„ ruin'd SW^ S ** 
l h oheld^mtoV>e couidneitherllkc 

, .oletyoukno^froiri 
tfo^ader, " ^J came ,v,e rrf 

„ oa little b*c^ c ^ft I am a* 
bout,forGod s S^ h . chmayb< , 
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CHAP. II. 

A Vifcount and another Lady proceed 
fill further in Love-Matters— 4 Word 
or two on Routs — Vauxhall «— Ra- 
nelagh— Flames — Darts — Mar- 
riage* 

MISS LtrcRETiA of the Tem- 
ple, for fo fhall I ftile her, to 
diftinguifh her from the Lucretia of 
Rome, that ftabb'd herfelf in Defence of 
her Virtue ; and who indeed was caft 
ia a quite different Mould from her I 
anvwritingof; wasneverthelels,alarge % 
till, well-made Girl, who had Wit 
and Courage fufikient; had nor all 
her good Qualities been fullied by 
her outrageous Vanity. 

Grjeat 
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Great Pity itis, that (he had not 
the good Luck to have been brought 
up at Court, or at leaft in the Houfe 
of fome fafhionable Perfon, where 
(he might not have learn'd thofe hun- 
dreds of Grimaces, and odious Af- 
fe&ations, which (he was continually 
difplaying, and which forever difgrac'd 
her Wit, and befpoke the Race lhe 
vas born of. 

She was the Daughter of a tole- 
rable Lawyer, who got Money when 
young, to fquander away at an ad- 
vanc'd Age, purfuant to the Freaks 
of a young, giddy, imperious Baggage 
of a fecond Wife, who turn'd our 
old Put-Cafe into a Virtuofo^ at a Time 
when he was almoft blind; and who 
from his fmall Chambers furniflied 
a (lately Houfe in a|large Square, with 
Raphael's zndCorregio's, Pieces,*till not 
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a Shilling was left; and at Length the 
poor Man was forced to fly to France* 
leaving his young Wife a Prey to 
Madnefs and Geneva^ with the additio- 
nal Burthen of the fine Mifs Lucretia. 

However, an Uncle and Aunt 
charitably took her, and bred her up 
from her Infancy. Mr. 5/ Laurence 
was of the third Clafs of Lawyers ; 
that is one, who is neither famous, nor 
yet altogether without Employment ; 
for he paffed his Time in engrofling 
of fair Deeds, at an eafy Rate-, at 
which he pored from Morning till 
Evening, without ever once minding 
what paffed in the Houfe ; which was 
entirely configned to the Care of his 
Wife-, a fage and trufty Body, who 
would fcold for two Days together, 
if an End of Candle were miffing, 
or if a Match was thrown away be- 
fore it had been lit at both Ends* But 

in 
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in all other Matters (he was a brave 
Kind of Woman, who lov'd to re- 
ceive what fhe calPd good Compa- 
.ny, and enjoy the World; 

Her Rooms were filled with Card- 
Tables, and every Night fhe held mo- 
difti Routs, to which young Men 
of all Conditions reforted •, rather to 
fee Mifs Lucretia, as you may well 
conceive, than to enjoy the old Wo- 
man's Converfation ; who, tho* to 
do her Juftice, when fhe bad won a 
great Deal, never fail'd to treat her 
Vifitors with hot Punch and Cakes, 
which at the fame Time fupped her- 
felf and Neice, and her poor Hufband 
alfo ; for whom (except on thefe 
Occafions) fhe never provided a Sup- 
per in her Life. 

From 
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JFrom fuch Sparks of Generolity our 
Aunt attain*^ the Reputation of keep- 
ing a good Table, and of Living a 
la Mode\ infomuch that a lufcious 
Banker, or two, in that Quarter have 
been heard to fay, that none but Scri- 
viner's Wives now a-days could live 
well. 

Miss L\tcretia was thus brought 
up in a Houfe, and after a Fafluon 
the moft dangerous in the World for 
a Girl of her Spirit •, but being obli- 
ged to hear the Gallantry of all thofe 
who reforted to her Aunt's Ruel- 
k, her Heart muft have been for- 
med of fomething colder than Ice, 
to keep herfelf upright in fo flippery 
a Path. 

Her whole Fortune confifted in 
herlarge Portion of Beauty, a moft brit- 
tle 
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tie and ticklifh Commodity. How- 
ever fhe fet up for a Woman of Birth, 
and pretended to a Fortune ofio,ooo£ 
in one of the Plantations -, and which 
being far off, few could contradict. 

Upon thefe falfe Suppofitions, her 
Uncle, Mr. St Laurence, built good 
Hopes -, but when he advis'd her to 
many a certain Lawyer, that offered 
himfelf, fhe tofs'd up her Head, and 
was fure of a confiderable 'Squire, if 
not a Baronet, of which fhe named 
leven or eight of Eftate, that had 
wrote to her. 

We have before obferved, that moil 
of the Company that attended Ma- 
dam St Laurence's } Routs came rather 
to fee Mifs Lucretia, than her Aunt ; 
but whoever came, was forced to pay 
their Devotion to the Card-Tables \ 
where after a little Play they were at 
C Liberty 
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Liberty to attack the Niece. The 
Gams of the Card-Money mt& & 
qually divided betwixt thefe two La- 
dies. 

LUC R ETI A herfelf, at firft al- 
ways fat down to play, but as foon a! 
fhe found eyery one had paid their 
due Tribute, fhe went from Room to 
Room, to entertain thofe who werd 
cut out ; and fhe knew fo well how to 
adapt her Difcourfe to Particulars, 
that all remain*d equally fatisfiecL 

LUCRE TIA obtained fuch Gal- 
lants as play'd with her at her own 
Rate ; if fhe loft, fhe paid one with 
a loud Laugh, or gende Tap on the 
Shoulder; and when fhe won, fhe 
infifted on ready Money, or curious 
Toys, as Twezer-Cafes of Gold, and ' 

other 
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other elegant Productions of .Mr. 

Dearfs Genius. 

In fhort, even the Silk Stockings 
that fhe wore were Prefents* all hei 
Trinkets, her Gloves, her Lace, her 
Necklace, nay, and her Hoop, were 
Prefcnts », thus from Head to Foot 
fhe was deck'd in Prefcnts -, and fo 
loaden with Gifts given her at the 
Difcretion of others, that at Length 
Ihe loft her own, as you'll hear in 
due Time ; for I'm in no Hurry to 
furprize my Readers, after the Fa* 
fhion of fome modern malicious Au- 
thors* 

Amongst the Train of her Admi- 
rers appear'd a certain Vifcount im- 
menfely rich, and whofe Equipage* 
6>V. was fuitable to his vaft Revenues. 
Every Day his Drefs was new, which 
is a diftinguifhing Mark of Opulence 
C 2 in 



tf ?2r Tiaru Biav; 
in£*dht; though not a ftrift Rule t* 
go by in all Cafes. 

He had feen Lacretia at Ac Park, 
and inftantly ordered his Footmen 
to dog her to hcrHoufe ; but be- 
fore thejr returned he was let into her 
Hiftory, bjr one of thofe People whole 
Trade it is to know Characters, of 
which you'll find a Hundred in die 
Coffee- houfes about St. James's. One 
of thefc hdp'd my Lord, not only to 
the Name of Lucrctia and her AsaU^ 
but of raoft of thofc who attended 
her Aflembly. 

His Lord/hip* therefore, immedi- 
ately fought for one of his Friends, 
who carried him thither under the 
Pretence of being prefented to Madam 
Si. Laurence. 

Thjb 
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The firft Vifit pafled in Matters 
of double Ceremony to their illuftri- 
ous Gueft, and his Lordfliip to (hew 
his little Value for Money, loft no 
lefs than thirty Pounds to the Niece 
and her Aunt, a* a Token of his fu- 
ture Generofity. 

There was, as yet, not a- Word 
of Lovi, and I think it was on the 
third or fourth Vifit, that he difco- 
vered his Paflion tp Lucrctia. Howe- 
ver, our Lovers were very difcreet 
in their Conduit, for as ill Luck 
would have it, Lucretia had no Con- 
fident, nor his Lordfhip any 'Squire 
to acquaint us of their private Con- 
verfation; our Lovers were not of 
Rank quite fufficient, to entertain 
fuch Officers ; fo that I could never 
learn any Thing more of their Courts 
(hip, than what I fet down here in 
C a Publick,. 
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Publick, and even that I have pickM 
Up by Heir-jay, and by the bye. 
And even [net t* iye) I am fometimes 
forced to help out the Sawy, wkk 
fome Cueflfes of my own. 

However, let us iuppofc, that 
all was laid to Lucretia that ever 
Knight -Errant faid to a Miftrefs ; but 
what that wa$, I have fio Intention 
f o copy, as moft Audior6 on -die like 
Occasions have done, i think k*- 
aough to tril you that the Vifwunt, be- 
came paffionatdy in lx>\c wkh lot* 
trttia ; nor was fee backward in 
receiving bis Addfeffes. But then it 
becomes abfohately neceflary to de- 
clare the Succefe of his Amour, for 
by this Time, you are undoubtedly 
become curious to know if LucretU 
was cbafte or complying, for one might 
as well be the Cafe as the other. 

Be 
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Be it known to you then, that in 
a fliort Time the Vijcount macfc a 
large Progrefs •, but it was not his 
Wit, nor his good Mien, that fecur'd 
to him Lucretia, although he was 
the beft made, and had the fineft 1 
Shape of any Man about the Court, 
to which was added a gallant Air, 
and an amorous Soul. 

All this made but little Impreflion 
on her Heart, for fhe would never 
engage herfelf, without at the fame 
Time making her Fortune. 

The Vifcount therefore, was oblig'd 
to make many more Promifes than 
he intended to keep, however ho- 
ned he was j for a Gentleman deeply 
engag'd In Love, is apt to conclude 
himfelf at Liberty to difpenfe with 
C 4 fuch 
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fuch Promifes, efpecially when an un- 
equal Match is the Queftion betwixt 
bim and his Kbnour- He aequir'd Lu- 
4retia\ Efteem^ by the vaft Profufion 
of Expence he was at, on her Ac- 
count. He ever let her win at Play, 
but fhew'd her at the fame Time, it 
wa$ not ill Luck, nor want of Judg- 
ment, that ma4e him her Dupe. 

From hence he proceeded to Pre- 
fents, which fhe willingly took, al- 
tho* fhe had Spirit enough ; but (he 
was obliged, to. accept the Latter, as 
fhe had much lefs Money than Vanity. 

She muft appear, and this was ab- 
folutely impoffible, without the Affift- 
ance of Friends. Banquets were . not 
fpared, nor Jaunts to Vauxball and 
JLanelaglb On which Sea, many a 
Maid's Honour become? Ship-wreck'cfc 
*t J5t. James's. 

Rut 
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But all thefc Things avaiTd lit- 
tle with Lucretia •, flie return'd my 
Lord but (light Favours for all his 
ready Money. The only Terms (he 
would agree to, to fatisfy his Paflion r 
was a Contract of Marriage (igned 
with his Blood, to make it more 
folemn. This was a puiffant Mine to 
blow up the Honour of a poor Girl ; 
and when obtain'd, Lucretia defended 
herfelf no better than another in like 
Cafe might have done. She did not' 
feign, but gave herfelf up to her Paf- 
fion for the Vif count ; and they vowed. 
an eternal and reciprocal Love. 

However, the fatal Biifineis wai 
not yet brought about •, they lived* 
for fome Time in mutual Confidence, 
each conceiving the moil happy Hopes 
in the World ; be trufted to enjoy his 
Miftrefi i and Jhe, to become a great 

Lady. 
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Lady. But Marriage never once en- 
tered into his Lord (hip's Head, it's 
true, he was impatient to receive the 
Fruits of liis boiling Paflion, but to 
execute the Promife of Marriage to 
her* he was determined to xroid. 

Them were innumerable Qfaftacks 
in the Way; a rich Uncle •, a Mother, 
ftiH richer ; upon the Favour of thefc 
two, all his Lord/hip's future Hopes 
mane built, and not being of Age, he 
was in Banger of being disinherited, 
and halving (by the new Law) his 
Marriage let afide. 

These Things made him more 
affichioufly prefe Lncrttia^ and at 
Length a good /Opportunity offer'd, 
in -one of Aofe dcvHHh Allies of HeH 
Vtmxball. 

LUCRE- 
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LUCRE* IA did not always 
go out with her Jmt % but if Jhe went 
withfome of the neighbouring young 
Ladies, accompanied with their Mp- 
thers* Madam St. Laurence thought all 
was Jafe. 

In fiachExcurfions, how -many good 
Maids have been feduced* and tho* it's 
difficult to fay on which, yet in one 
of thefe Jaunts Lucretia parted with 
the far moft precious Trinket fhe had \ 
her Virtue •, and it has been whifper'd, 
that her 4unt was bufy at a Game. of 
Quadrille, which ihe won, whatever 
her Niece loft. Alas ! poor Lucretia 
then is .undone,, Ym forry to fay it, 
hut too true it is. I wifh I were able 
for hex Honour's Sake, to repeat the 
pathetick Words, his Lord/hip's Paf- 
fion obligM him to make Ufe of to 
accomplish her Ruin. 

• Cirtainly 
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and fo often repeated, that they are 
become qgije -ftale. 

Am, that I have been able to dis- 
cover is, that they fometimes dinM. at 
Richmond, at other Times at JVindJbr j 
nor do I even know the People that 
made up thefe Parties •, nor yet the 
Signs of lie Ixms at which they re- 
gard. But, well I know, lhat as the 
Vdfiatmt defeated her foon jftcr, fo hr 
at that Time deferfled Jris Honour. 

T>uring the vftidfe Courfe of tins 
Afluir, they were net fo much as even 
fufpe&ed ; nay, not by thofe who 
were equally in jLove with Lucreti* -, 
for our Heroine -had ever accuffomed 
all her Lovers to bear with her Civi- 
lity to otfbers ; especially lince 1*er 
grand Step, which the Remorfe of 

her 
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her Conference, made her think was 
known. 

She became more cautions, treated 
every Body more favourably than fhe 
ufed *, and perhaps after all, this 
might fee her Cunning; lor though 
fhe always flatter 1 *! feerfeK* wiifh being 
the Vif count tfs, yet as the Bufinefe was 
not compleat, (he was wiH«g a* -have 
other Strings to her Bow, to wmkeUfe 
of m cafe of Neceflky \ bdides, i A 
very natural to Coquets to fee -civil to 
all Kind of People, although they nei- 
ther love nor wen pleafc them. 

Among thefe was Mr. Smart, who 
was a great Talker and Flatterer, and 
an iniverlal Lover, as is before noted. 
He had ingaged therein fo deeply, that 
one Day, after faying and doing a 
hundred fooKfh amorous Things, Lmt 
creiiB to get rid of him feidj (he did 

not 
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*oc believe he was in earneft, in what: 
he Aid ; and that fhe was determined 
to have from him fome better Proofs 
of his Love. 

Mr. Smsrt very ferioufly. replied,, 
he would give her all the Proofs fhe 
could afk, for the Sincerity of his 
Pafiion. To which Lucretia replied, 
fhe left thofe Proofs to him. Mr. 
Smart anfwer'd^ that to convince her 
he was her Slave for Life, he would 
give a Promifc in Writing. 

She lauding, defy'd him to do it ; 
whereupon Smart ftepping into the 
next Room, brought her a Promife of 
Marriage, to which he had figned hi* 
Name. 

LUC RET I A continuing her 
Raillery, took it, and at the fame 
Time to fhe.w that (he made but flight 

of 
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of it, wrap'd up an Orange in it fhe 
had in her Hand - 9 however, flie cun- 
ningly kept it, to ferve her in cafe of 
Need, or at lieaft,. to convince others, 
{he did not want Lovers. All this 
happened before Mr. Smart was en- 
gag'd with Mifs Jemy. 
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CHAP. HI. 

NO T long after, a certain Proc- 
ter of the Commons, named 
FillupSj came to make a Vifit to Mr. 
St. Laurence, whoa) he. found in his 
Chamber by thp ' fite'-lide. As it 
happened, Lm*0m mm, btfy at the 
Cabinet, that ft<H*f at Ac icrther End 
of the Room. Wd^lprps Fillups r 
are you almoft Married Mifs, for 
whenever that happens I am deter- 
mined, old as I am, to dance at your 
Wedding ? I know not when it may 
happen, fays Lucretia laughing, but 
it is not for want of Lovers it's defer'd; 
and approaching, Ihe faid, fee here a 
Promife of • Marriage I have ; and 

fhew'd 
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fliew'd him Mr. Smart** Promifc made 
to her. It was what (he little re- 
garded as {he was ftill Brimful of 
the VifeouBt* 

The Prodtor feizing her Hand* 
was wrenching it from her, fo rather 
than it fhould be torn, (he let it go. 
FillUfpc after infpe&ing it, faid with a 
Grunt, he knew the Party that had 
fign'd It, and that he was rich ; add- 
ing nothing more to his Character, 
thinking all Things canojprized in thft 
Word Rich. 

He questioned her if the Promife 
was reciprocal ? But Hie bantering 
him, neither anfwered in the Affirma- 
tive or Negative \ he bid her keep it 
Cafe, and faid he fhould be glad to help 
her on a proper Occafion * and that 
in the mean Time he would get her 
an exad Inventory of all Smart's Eftate. 

A few 
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A few Days after, Fillups having Oo 
cafion to go to JVeftminfter-ball - 9 where*, 
feeing his old Friend Mr. Gripe, the 
Father of Jenny* he thought he could 
do no lefs than wifh him Joy of the 
Wedding, that Was going to be in his 
Family. 

Ouk Plroftor told him, he di J well 
to marry his Daughter off young, that 
a Girl is a heavy Truft, and a good' 
Riddance, when married to a good 
Hufband ; for though it was not to be 
denied that Mifs Jenny was a very 
good Qirl, yet^^i this corrupt Agt, 
Rakes made no more, of decoying a 
young Girl, than of drinking a Glafs. 
of Water. 

After a* great Deal of luch fine 
Difcourfe, he -afle'd Gripe the Name 
of his intended Son-in,-Law, and when* 
the Marriage would be ? Gripe told* 

him* 
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him, that the Banns had been twice 
already publifh'd at St. Dunftatfs, and 
in two or three Days the Match was 
to be, and that Mr. Smart was the 
intended BridegroQpi. Mercy upon 
us! Cries Fitlups, Smart is already 
engag'd to my Neighbour Mifs Z*- 
cretia •,— I have feen— I have read, 
—nay, I have in my Cuftody,— a 
Promife of Marriage figned by Mr. 
Smart to Mifs Lut. 

You furprize me, fays Gripe, pray 
give me a particular Account of this 
Matter 5— —but juft as Fillups was 
going to fpeak, Gripe was called in 
Regard to the Caufe he attended ; and 
before that was finifh'd, Fittttps had 
given him the Slip. 

Our Pro&or was naturally an errant 
Blow- Cole, and befides was extreamly 
attach'd to his Neighbour: Lue, and 

her 
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her Intereft $ having often regaled him- 
felf at her RjMs* 

Finding therefore that Fillups was 
marched off, he conceived he was gone 
to acquaint Mrs Gripe and her Daugh- 
ter, of- Mr Smarts Contraft with Lui 9 
and as he had no Mind to lofe fo rich 
a Son-in-Law, he hobbled home with 
all Speed, to expedite the Marriage, 
before his Antagonift could take any 
Steps to hinder it. 

But Fillup was aware of this, for 
fuch Men (from knowing what may 
be done, often know what will be 
done) and therefore without faying a 
Word of the Matter, either to Mifs 
Lucretia, her XJncle^ or Aunt^ that no 
Time might be loft, commene'd a 
Suit, and made a Proteft againft the 
intended Marriage in the Commons f 

and 
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and not being content with this he 
ierv'd on all Parties a Citation 5 ex- 
cept Smart* whole Place of Abode he 
was ignorant of. 

After this, he run all in a Sweat 
to Mifs Lucretia's Houle, where he 
arriv'd juft at three o'Clock ; he bawFd 
out that he had a Budget of News 
for her — That flie was eternally bound 
to him by a thoufand Obligations— 
that he had neither eat nor drank all 
Day— but had fpent his whole Time 
in running backwards and forwards in 
her Service: And with many more 
filch Prologues, he at laft informM 
her of all the grand Exploits he had 
been doing. 

LUCRMTIJms infinitely afto- 
nifh'd at his Tale-, and blulh'd more 
than ever fhe was known to have done 

in 
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in her Life; and to repay all ou? 
Pro&or's Civilities, fhe coolly told 
him, that in Truth lie had ferv'd her 
with a fiery Zeal indeed. 

Not having even taken Time to 
confult her Uncle or Aunt, or even 
herfelf in fo tender a Bufinefs ; — that 
for her Part fhe never intended to mar- 
ry Smart ,whom (he detefte4; much lefs, 
would fhe ever have confented to have 
become the Subjedt of fuch a LaW- 
Suit ! To have her Name proftituted 
in a public Court, by a Sett of Proc- 
tors! Or her Reputation worried at 
the Bar by a Pack of bawling Law* 
yers ! 

To all this our Prodtor gave no 
other Anfwer than a Grin, and pugh, 
pifli. Mils it*s neceflary to teach fuch 
Rakes hot to make Dupes of People 

of 
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bF Honour and Condition. We have 
*k Contract under his Hand, and at 
leaft we will make him pay Damages, 
and fmart feverely for his Infolence. 

Leave, leave me to aft, and you'll 
prefently perceive how Til deal with 
him; and with that, he bounc'd out 
of the Room, locking all the Doors 
to hinder their running after him, to 
prevent the Suit. Thus Lucretia* 
(whom by good Luck he found a- 
lone) remained in extreme Perplexity 
of Mind. 

The Vifcount had omitted vifiting 
her for fome Time, altho' he had left 
with her fatal Marks of their Amour; 
for a little before he abandoned her, 
(he perceiv'd her Shape was alter'd 
furprizingly. 

D " - THrs. 



This induc'd her the more to prefi 
on the Marriage ; but whilft he was 
almoft brought to his laft Shift for 
Delays, an Order fuddenly came to 
him to join the Army in Flanders. 

This he pretended to obey with the 
oitmoft Regret ; and at the fame Time 
lie made the moll fokmn Proteftations 
of returning foon to fulfil his Mar* 
riage-Engagement to her. Soon after 
this he went for Bruffels, but what 
Time he will take to return, God only 
can tell, as he {till remains abroad. 

She fent after him many preffing 
Letters, but no Anfwer was made to 
them. At length, (but too late) flic 
perceiv'd ihe was betray'd, and what 
made her rather think, fo, was, that 
for fbme Time before my Lord's 

De- 
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Departure^ fhe had mifi'd his Con- 
tract of Marriage. Which Way it 
was gone, (he could not imagine, for 
(he was fure (he had kept it care- 
fully lock'd up in her Cabinet. 

Bvt I'll unravel this deep Myftery. 
——The Paflion of the Vif count be- 
ginning to cool after Enjoyment, he 
refle&ed on the Folly he fhould be 
guilty of, if he kept his Word with 
Lucretia. 

H19 Family would reckon them- 
felves dilgrac'd; the Confequence of 
which muft be, that he fhould lofe 
their Favour, and with it thofe large 
Pofleffions that were neceflary to fup- 
port his Birth. 

And on the other Hand he plainly 

faw, that xiLucretia fhould commence 

Da s* 
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a Suit againft him, in Virtue of his 
Contract, the Bufinefs might end but 
fcurvily.. 

And befides, thofe Kind of Con- 
tracts always left a Man with his 
Honour fullied, by difcovering his 
Bafenefs and Want of Faith ; and at 
beft the Event would be dubious*, 
and however well it might turn out 
for him, yet fuch Contefts were na- 
turally very expenfive. Thefe Con- 
fideratioris ^termined him to make 
Ufe of a Stratagem to get free of this 
Scrape, wherein his too rafh Love had 
hamper'd him. 

To effedt this the better, he car- 
ried Lucretia to Mr. M s 9 s India- 
Shop, and beg'd her to chufe the 
fined Cabinet fhe could find there, 
and not have Regard to its Price: 

She 
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She did, (thoughtlefs Girl) but the 
Ft/count, before it was fent to Lucre- 
tuts, had falfe Keys made to it •, af- 
ter which it was fent Home with 
only one Set of Keys. 

On the Receipt of this Cabinet, 
Mifs Lue put immediately into it 
all her Trinkets, and moft valuable 
Effedb, and with them the Vifcount'% 
Contradt. Upon the Brink of his 
Departure, his Lordfhip calPd at Lu- 
eretia's at a Time he knew (he was 
from Home, and as he was long ac- 
cuftom'd to an eafy Accefs in this 
Houfe, he dfrfired to be carried to 
her Chamber, pretending to have fome- 
what of Importance to communicate 
to her when fh« returned. 

Thus being alone there, he made 
ufc of his falfe Keys, and made 

him- 
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lamfilf Matter of the Contrad, with* 
cot Mifc Zj^s perceiving the Theft, 
who anivM ibon after. She did not in* 
deed mifc h, 'till fome Days before 
FCstps commene'd his Suit with Smarts 
ror ev?n then, did fhe, fufpedt her 



But when (he faw he ftaid fo long 
ferai her, and never took Notice of 
her Letters, fhe no longer doubted 
who had ftolen the Contrad. But 
however in the MVdft of her Grie£ 
foe determined with herfelf, to make 
better Ufc of her other Conquefts* 
and as there was now a Glimpfe of 
Hope that (he might get married* 
before her . Misfortune was perceived, 
fhe began to be better reconciled to 
her Neighbour's indifcreet Zeal, who 
was helping her to a Hufband, by 
Way of Juftice in Spite of her Teeth ; 

and 
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and fhe waited with Patience the 
Event of the Affair, reafoning thus with 
herfelf -, that if fhe got the Caufe, fhe 
obtain'd a Hufband •, which as Matters 
flood was extremely neccffary j and 
if fhe loft it, fhe had only to fay, fhe 
was a Stranger to the Suit; which 
was begun without her Knowledge* 
and this fhe Thought in cither Cafe 
would juftify her to the World. 
Nor had fhe Time then to confi- 
der more, for the ProAor's violent 
Proceedings had carried all the ill 
with it, that the Nature of the Thing 
would do. 

He made her the Town-talk, and 
fubjefted her to the Raillery of her 
Acquaintance \ therefore, it was beft 
to wait the Ifiue of the Caufe with 
Rcfignation. 

D 4 FII* 
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FILLUPS did not fail to return, 
that Evening; he told her, he hafl 
been as good as his Word ; but fhc 
not having yet conquer'd all Shame 
fell a trembling; and told him fhc 
found he had ruin'd her. 

Very pretty, (fays he) you had 
well nigh brought yourfelf into a fine. 
Scrape indeed ; but in Spite of your 
Folly I have ftop'd the Marriage,, 
and they can't proceed 'till our Plea. 
is heard. ^ 

But in the mean Time, tell me 
the whole Truth; has nothing in 
private pall betwixt you? Have you 
copulated? Speak boldly, for it will 
help oiir Caufe. By our Lady on 
thefe Occafipns it's neceffary to tell the 

Truth j 
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Truth; for After- thoughts are never 
.minded. 

• • Such grofs Queftions made Lucre- 
tSh blufh like Scarlet \ fhe was fo over.- 
come with fuch downright Talk,that 
the whole Truth was at her Tongue's- 
End •, and her Guiltmade her think 
that Filiups knew the whole Story. 
But he thinking he had over-afted 
his Part, and that fhe blufh'd at his 
foul Way of handling the Matter ; 
Well,, well (fays he) I fee all i* 
fkfe, be as wife for the Future, as you- 
liave been hitherto, and take my Word* 
for it, all will go well. 
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CHAP. IV. -J 
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A Difafter~A few ingenious Strokes of 
Altercation — A Law Suit threatened 
—Matters compromised. 

DURING thefe Tranfadions, 
Mr, Smarts who was wholly 
ignorant of diem, went as ufual to 
wait on Jemy in the Evening ; and 
being well quoiPd and powder'd, he 
lprung out of his Chair as brifk as a 
Bird ; full of his ufual Affeftation 
and Folly. 

He found the Mother and Daugh- 
ter in the inner Parlour, mending 
the old Linen like good Houfe-wives. 
He was furpriz'd indeed, at being 
receiv'd in a very cold Manner, and 

taking 
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taking Occafion from their Work to 
begin a Difcourfe, " Certainly, my 
" good Mamma (quoth he) I and 
cc your Daughter are much oblig'd 
" to you, for working thus late on 
" the Wedding-Sheets." 

To this, his imaginary Step- Mother 

replied very pettifhly, " It is in- 

" deed for my Daughter I work, but 
" for you, that is out of the Que- 
" ftion j-^and I muft needs tell you f 
" Mr. Smart, that confidering the 
" Affront you have put upon us, I 
" wonder you have Affurancc fuffi- 
" cient to darken our Doors. My 
" Daughter, Sir, is young, and does 
" not ftand fo much in need of 
" Matches, we are much above go- 
c< ing into Doctor's Commons for a 
r< Hufoand for her. Go, get you 
" to your other Miftrefs, who has 

" a 
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* a Contrait of Marriage from you ! 
" — And do not come here to dif^ 
" honour us. 



. »>• 



Mr. Smart furpriz'd to the greats 
eft Degree, reply'd, — " He had" no 
" Engagements but with Mifs Jenny." 
"Yes, yes," fays old Mrs. Gripe, 
i% tell thofe fine Stories elfewhere; 
" old Birds are not to be caught with 
" Chaff. Here, fays fhe, John run. 
" up Stairs, and fetch the Citation that 
<c was deliver'd us this Morning."— . 
And when it was brought, " there Sir, 
" fays fhe, fee if! talk at Random." 

SMART % was like to have fwoon- 
ed when he call his Eyes over the 
Paper-, for knowing the Pride of Zm. 
cretia y he could not conceive that ner 
Haughtinefs would defcend fo low, 
as to fue out a Hufband, in the Com- 
mons. 
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mons. He well knew, the Promife, 
was made in a jefting Manner, with 
Defign to bind neither of them, and 
therefore judg'd, that this Procefs 
was not begun by her Order. And 
faid to Mrs, Gripe , " This is a low 
* c Trick of ibme Enemy of mine*' 
" and to-morrow I'll bring you a 
" Difcharge from all thcfe Queftions 9 
" attefted by a Notary Publick." 

" We'll have nothing to do with 
c< Notaries, nor Advocates^ nor Proc- 
" tors" reply'd Mr. Gripe, " Pllneven 
" give my Daughter to a Debauchee 
u like you, who art in love with ten 
" Thoufand of the Sex, at the fame 
w Time*— theHtrfbandformyDaugh- 
€< ter, is one that can get his Bread* 
*< -and be, conftant. "— — 

Mr; 
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Mr. Smart % who greatly difrelifhM 
the Converfation ; and was alfo un- 
eafy to know the Bottom of the Bu- 
finefs, took his Leave in a little Time * 
nor had he Hardinefs enough to fa- 
lute his Miftrefs when he was going, 
a Thing very ufual by declared Lovers. 
And Jemy only made him a flight 
filent Curt'fey, but in riling up, fhe let 
her Ball of Thread, and Sciflbrs fall 
down — Mr. Smart ran to take them 
up, and Jemy ftoop'd to prevent it ; 
but as both were riling up again, their 
Foreheads met fo violently, that each 
received a Blow that caufed a Bump. 

SMjfRf IhockM at this fecond 
Misfortune, was making the belt of 
his Way out, but as ill Luck would 
have it, his Sleeve took hold of a 
Standing-Buffet, which giving Way, 

rattled 
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rattled down all their China; the 
Pieces of which he was gathering up, 
in Order to fend home the like ; but 
his Shoes being new, and the Boards 
rubb'd fmooth, his Heels in the 
Hurry flew up, and as it's natural 
for thofe who are falling, to catch at 
the firft Thing in the Way, he fcized 
on the End of a glafs Sconce, which 
not fupporting his Weight, the Glafs 
and Smart both came tumbling down 
together. That which receiv'd the 
moft Hurt of the Two f was the 
Glafs, which broke in a thoufend ' 
Bits ; for poor Smart got only a large 
Gafh in his Head. 

Mrs. Gripe being out of all Pa- 
tience, to fee her Furniture go thus to 
Ruin, . reptoach'd Smart with the 
Downfall of her Family, and called 
him Mr. Cmfouni-alh aod not content 

with 
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with that, fhe belaboured him with: 
the Handle of her Hearth-brufh. 

Thus all in > Confufion, Mr. Smart 
whifk'd out of the Room, but open- 
ing the Door with fome Violence, 
he over-fet Mifs Jenny's Harpfiehord, 
which was in the next Room, and burft 
it to Pieces. Well for him it was> 
dark, for the Noife Mrs. Gripe made 
at the Street^Door, would have rais'd 
the Mob upon him 5 without which 
Attendance, full of Rage, Indigna- 
tion, Bruifes and Wounds, he fcam- 
per'd away to his Chambers, deter- 
mine to fee Mifs Lucretia the very, 
next Morning. . 

Early the next Day, Mr. Smart 
was putting himfelf in Order, for the- 
Vifit to Lucrefia % and to make the 
tetter Appearance, he call'dfor feme* 

of 
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of his lac'd Linen to be brought, 
him, the Chitterling of one of which, 
he found was wanting. Upon this, 
he fent for it to his Waftierwoman^ 
but the Servant returned with an An-. 
% fw£r, that fhe had it not. 

Mr. Smart, was too much of an* 
Oeconomift to be fatisfied with fuclv 
a flight Account of his Apparel, and 
therefore, flew without lofs of Time, 
to look himfelf for it ; and being, 
vex'd at the Lofs, he tofs'd over 
all the. good Woman's Linen, both 
dirty and clean, and at laft, found his 
his dear Bit of Lace. 

It may not be amifs to take No- 
tice, that the Woman who wafh'd for 
Smart, was alfo Lucretia's Laundrefs ; 
a good Kind of Woman, call'd Dame 
Waters^ and very familiar with Ma- 
dam. 
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dam St. Laurence.. Smart, as he toft 
die Linen about, had obferv'd one 
Shift of a very high Colour, and he 
«(k*d in afneering Way, " If that did 
** not belong to Lucretia ?" Dame 
Waters anfwer'd him in a fhort Man- 
ner, " No, truly Sir,. Mrs. Lucretia^ 
44 is the neateft Lady in London ; not 
cc a Speck have I feen on her Linen. 
" thefe three Months, they are al- 
4C ffloft as clean, when I fetch them 
5 C to wafh, as when they go home." 

" And how does fhe do, fays 
" Mr. Smart ?" Dame Waters went 
on in the fame canting Tone fhe 
had begun with. " Ah ! poor Soul ! : 
" Mifs is piteous ill indeed, when I 
<c fee her in the Morning, fhe does, 
" nothing but vomit and reach, fo 
" fadly, that Ihe can't bear her Stays 
* tp be laced ; fo flie always wears 

Jumps 



i 
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u Jumps of white Satin ; fhe docs not 

" indeed, at all Times, dear Lady, 

" complain ; but hides fo well her 

<* Illnefs, that even the Family are 

*■' Strangers to it. After Dinner in-* 

" deed, fhe receives Company, as if 

" nothing ail'd her. Alas ! She is 

" the moll patient, and beft natur'd 

" Soul alive" . 

S MA R r, laying hold of thefe- 
Words of Dame Waters^ changed his 
Defign of waiting on Lucretia, and 
went and confulted a Phyfician and 
Surgeon of his Acquaintance, and at 
Length, made no Queftion of the 
Truth, and he even went further 
than the Truth, in fuppofing her Re- 
lations had brought this Adtion a-, 
gainft him, to get her a Hufband. 

He alfo concluded, that to hide 
her Shame,, fhe had produe'd the * 

Contract 
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Contract, of Marriage, he was Foof 
qnoUgK to give her. He alfo learned* 
of his Friends, and indeed partly him- 
felf knew, as the Law was his Trade, 
that a young Woman, fuing out a 
Marriage, and at the fame Time big 
with Child, would more probably be- 
heard in a Court of Jufticfe, than all 
the Oaths he could make to the Con- 
trary ; and the Contradt was a Kind- 
of Proof that the whole was his: 
H$ndy-work.. 

Besides, Lucretid was handfome, and" 
the Life of the Law-end of the Town, 
fo -that all the young Lawyers fwore fhe 
fhould carry her- Gaufe right or wrong. . 
For, although fhe was a known Co- 
quette, yet her Gallantries were fo 
well conduced, that no one dreamt 
the real State of the Cafe. 
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Mr. Smart, feeing all thefe Tilings 
againft him, was determined to get 
out of the Bufinefs, as well as he could ; 
for he thought that as foon as he 
had laid this Storm, . he fhould be re- 
ceived again by Mifs Jenny, with whom 
he was in Love to Diftra&ion. And 
had he let Mils Lucretia's Lawyers 
known his Mind, the Bufinefs would 
have coft him dear enough. 

He therefore beat about for a good 
Pretence to wait on Mr. 5/. Laurence^ 
the Plaintiff's Uncle ; for he durft 
not go outright to the Houfe, for fear 
of adding to the Scandal. 

At Length, he got Admiflion to 
one of Fillups's Friends, that grand 
Plenipo and Direftor of thefe weighty 
Affairs ; who willingly enough liften- 
cd to his Propofals. The next Day 

Fillups 
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Fittups waited on 5/, Laurence, and ac- 
quainted him of the whole Affair, 
and preached a great deal about his 
Attachment, and the Service he had 
been of to his Family. 

The good old Man was much fur- 
prized at hearing the Bufmefs, and 
wonder'd exceedingly that his Niece 
had not made him acquainted with it. 
But he was ftill much more furprized, 
when Fillups after having made a Re- 
hearfal of thefe Matters, and the few 
Days the Caufe had lafted •, told him* 
<c If he would, the Procefs Ihould be 
?* ended out of Hand, for, fays he, 
" Smart offers us great Cofts and 
<c Damages. 

" That in a Word, Smart's Law- 
c< yer had been at his Houfe, who 
" offer'tf tw# thoufand Pounds to be 

" paid 
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* c paid down, if. Matters might be 

" made up. I would have you to 

" know indeed, (fays Fillups) Mr. 

" Smart does not in the leaft fear the 

€t Event of his Caufe •, all he dreads* 

" is ' the Umbrage that Mife Jennf* 

" Parents might take, if the Bufinefs 

** goes on, and that he is on the 

" Brink of Marriage, which if the 

" Suit be continued, muft be deferred 

" for a Time. That in Effe<ft, he 

" facrificed this paltry Sum to his 

" Pleafure, which at another Time, 

€t he would not have done." 

All this he urg'd and more ; for in 
Truth, he had been well greafed by 
Smart in the Morning ; and it was 
ufual with this good Pro&or, to take 
Fees on both Sides, He prefled it fo 
home, and obferved that there was no 

Need 
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"Need to confult Lucretia, who being 
a Minor j could not aft ; and that her 
Uncle, who was her Guardian, was at 
Liberty to do what he thought the 
beft, and moft for her Intereft. 

In a Word, the two thoufand 
•Pounds were paid on one Side, and a 
formal Difcharge of the Contraft was 
given on the other. Fillups elated 
with his Succefs, immediately flew to 
Lucretia's Apartment, and bawl'd out 
at the Door, " Well Mfs> did not I 
" tell you, I ftiould get Damages and 
" Cofts,— See here ! my little Wagtail, 
u — here are two thoufand Guineas ; — 
** look at them, if you have not loft 
" your Wits ; — had I left you to 
" yourfelf you had been undone— 
" come, make me your beft Curt'fy, 
« ——or, be that as it will, Ifhall 

" take 
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" take this hundred Pound Note for 
s " my Trouble." 

L UCR E T IAj was as much 
. furpriz'd at the Compromife, as (he 
had been at his commencing the 
Suit. 

She made him no other Anfwer 
than fuch as fliew'd her generous 
Concempt of Riches. 

tc It is impoffible for me (fays (he) 
, " to furvive this Affair ; this abo- 
" minable Suit, which was carry'd 
" on againft my Will." 

However, (he tjiank'd Fillups for 
his Attachment to her Intereft, and 
made him double the Prefent he 
required. 

F, LUCRE- 
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LUCRETIJ, was thus reduced 
to feek out fome other Cover for her 
Shame -, but we'll let her reft for the 
jprefent, for Women in her Condition^ 
can't bear too great Fatigue* 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Mr. Bedcott makes his Appearance-*— 

A Love Epiftle— -Curious Theatrical 

Remarks— Mifs Jenny becomes a 

jine Lady^ and goes into the polite 

World — A few Characters. 

MR. Smart, thus freed from his 
wicked Promife, ran dire&ly 
to Jenny's Father, with the Difchargc 
in his Hand 5 having firft appeas'cl 
Mrs, Gripe by fending her a large 
Glafs, a better Harpfichord, and fome 
fine Chelfea China, But it fo fell out* 
that Mr. Gripe gave him a very cold 
^Reception 5 and talk'd in a high Tone 
about the Folly of making fuch a 
Promife 5 and he even fuppofed f by 
the fame Rule, that he might hav6 
E 2 promised 
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promis'd twenty more young Wo- 
men, of which he fhould take Time 
to enquire, and therefore, he deferred 
the Match for two Months. 

All this poor Smart was forced to 
bear, not a little regretting the Money 
he had paid, in Hopes of getting 
married in two Days, 

But in Truth, the Marriage was 
not deferr'd on Account of the Pro- 
mfcfe made to Lucritia, but during 
the Clutter there had been about it, 
he had heard of another Offer made 
for Jenny, which he thought much 
more advantageous. 

GRIPE was willing, as he faid* 
to have two Strings to his Bow, he 
therefore only deferred it, 'till he had 
difcovered which Party was the richeft 
of the two, being determin'd at all 

EventJ 
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Events to leave the pooreft in the 
Lurch. The new Gallant that was 
propofed to Jmny y was a Lawyer too, 
or at leaft one who had intitled him- 
felf to the Bar by putting on a 
Gown. 

For twenty Years laft paft, he had 
conftantly appear'd at the Hall, but 
during that long Time had ne- 
ver made fo much as one fingle 
Motion ; but on the contrary he fpent 
his whole Time in Jabbering of News 
and State-Affairs ; having mix'd him- 
felf with that Flock of Gttk^ that 
go every Day to IVeftminJler to talk 
over the Secrets of Government, as 
if each of them were feparately of the 
Privy-Council. 

Thus he ever fpeat his Morning, 

ahd after Dinner, he lounged away 

.E 3 his 
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his Time, f tHl it was very late, either 
at feme Coffee-Houfe, Auftion or 
other Place, where it was attended with 
a very little ExpfcnCe •, for he ^as 4 
Man on whom Avarice was very pre- 
dominant. A Quality he had learnVJ 
of his Father, who was a very wealthy 
Hatter on the Bridge, and who had 
multiplied his Money by doubk 
Ufuty. We {halltillhimjolm BedcttS 
for his Name was HJb^t^ or fornething 
very iike it; but whatever it was, 
is but of tittle ' Importance to our 
true Hiftory. It's faid his Son Was 
very like him, being a pot-gutted, 
crookedifh, thick-fhoulder'd Fellow, 



The Chambers of Counfellor Bed- 
tott were a perfedt Mufaeum of An- 
tiquities; not that he had any real 
fine Things in them, I fpeak only 
.of 



of his Furniture, and fomc hard Go- 
thic Infcriptions which he had ga- 
ther'd up at the Sale-fhops, and for 
Fiar they fhould be broke, he had 
plac'd'em in wicker Balkets, as if 
they had been the fineft China- Ware. 

His Chimney was furnMh'd with 
a parcel of old rufty Arms that 
had been of Service in the Civil War. 
tie had alfo fome Cages of Birds, 
which he had bred, and nurs'd up 
hdmfelf in his Apartments. 

Therb. was but one Thing he was 
ever known to fpend Money on, and- 
that was his Library, where one may 
fey, he had all the Book's in the 
World, But all bought at the cheap- 
eft Rate, 

fe 4. Ato. 
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An Author, that had wrote many 
Volumes was always made up of dif- 
ferent Sizes, Binding and Editions, 
and moftly incompleat. But his chief 
Delight was in Books in the Gothic 
Texts, with wooden Prints in them, for 
fuch he always bought by Weight. 

Hz avoided all good Company 
for Fear of embarking in fbme Ex- 
pence. Indeed, once he was a Mem- 
ber of a Club frequented by Men of 
Wit, but he left their Society* be- 
caufe that once a Quarter he was 
forced to pay Six-pence to a Man 
that fwept the Room. 

This Obje&ion of his afforded the 
Company great Pleafure, for they 
W found out, that his Mind was 

like 
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like a Pumice-Stone, impoflible to be 
polifh'd. Some good Qualities, he 
had, fuch as Chaftity and Sobriety; 
thefe were as predominant as his 
Stingynefs; he was alfo modeft as 
a Virgin, which might have been of 
Ufe to him had he been young. 

For if he chanc'd but to look on 
a Woman, he became as red as a 
Turkey-Cock. Nay, fovery fhame- 
fac'd was he, that if at any Time, 
he had occafion to talk to a Woman, 
he always turn'd his Head another 
Way j and twifted his Buttons or 
his Hat, gnawed his Gloves, or elfe 
fcratch'd himfelf where he did not 
itch. 

Inqeep, his Drefs was as ridicu-' 

lous "as his Mien; he was a Salma^ 

E 5 gundt 
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gundi of all the different Modes that 
have reign'd For the laft" fifty Years. 

He had a little fhallow Hat, tho f 
his Head fpired up like a Steeple; 
his Shoes were broad, fquare-tocd, 
and high heePd, and he never thought 
himielfwell dreft, without he had a 
Bunch of Ferrit in them; he wore 
ftrait Sleeves, and no Plaites, for that 
he thought faved Cloth; and from 
Head to Foot he was clad at this 
fantaftical Rate. 

What -a prty it is, that fo hopeful 
a Stick of Wood, fliould be with* 
out Branches! This he thought him* 
felf, or ibme-body elfe put into his 
Head. But the grand Misfortune was 
that whenever he married, the Trdaty 
muft be brought about byEmbafly, 

like- 
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like the Marriage of great Princes ; 
tho 9 not out of Grandeur, but through 
Shame-facednefs. 

After fbme Deliberation, he fet a- 
bout marrying in good earneft. H* 
bfegan to fpruce himfelf upjhelprink- 
led his Hair with a little Flour * - 
had his Hat ftour'd 3 lengthened out 
out his Cloak ; nay he even put on - 
Ruffles, (but they look'd rather Rkfc 
T&pe than Orhathdnts* they were fo 
Ihort) land he bfccartie fomewhat more 
fociable than he ufed to be. One 
of his Coufins feeing this, mentioned J 
him to Mr Gripe as a Son-in-Law 
who look'd on him as an Adonis > as 
he had fifty thoufand Pounds, capital • 
Stock in the Ftond*.' 

John 
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f ' 7<a&* itofc*// Efq; being fo exceedingly 
rich, Matters were foon fettled with 
Mr. and Madam Gripe \ for had he 
wanted all his Fingers and Toes, 
it would have been a Matter quite 
indifferent to them. 

But our poor Bedcott Found him- 
fclf horribly hamper'd how to make 
Love, to Mifs Jenny. He made a 
hundred Excufes about going, faid it 
was Time enough to fee her yet, it 
would be as well when the Writings 
were done, 

That he did not mind Beauty* 
and that whatever fhe was, he would 
take her for better and worfe. But, 
lays his Coufin, whofe Name was 
Harris, what if the young Woman 
fhould not like you. 

For 
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For that cries Bedcott no honeft 
Woman ought to diflike her'Hufband. 
Notwithftanding all this, the Marri- 
age Settlements went on a-pace, and 
Harris feeing it impoffible to get the 
better of his Coz*s Modefty, was 
determin'd at all Rates to bring them 
Face to Face. 

To accomplifh this, he invited 
Bedcott to his Houfe one Day, when 
he knew that Mrs Grip and her 
Daughter would vifit his Wife. Mr 
Bedcott was veryexadt to his Engage- 
ment; without at all furmizing the 
A.mbufh that was laid for him, and 
he had been there but a little Time 
ere Mrs. Gripe and Jenny came in. 
He blufh'd, was exceflively out of 
^Countenance, and was making off* 

but 
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but Harris feizing him by theArm^ 
raid as follows. 

" Stay, fweet Coufin, . you are id: 
a Ltick to Day \ Here's the young Lla« 
u dy that is to be your. Wife, and! 
** the good Lady your future Mb* 
* thef in Law." 

This Proceeding made hin.all Con- 
folion, but finding it impofllble to 
efcape/ : he made two Scratches with « 
each Leg to the Ladies,, and fat t 
down very quietly, trufting to Har- 
ris urging Matters .Home for hinw. 

He was feated pretty near Mife : 
Jenrty^ and having put his Hat on his 
Xnees* and rubbing his, Hands' toge- 
ther^ after hk had kept Silence fome* 
Tithe, he at length open'd the Conver- 
sion, ^Heyday! (fay* he,) then \ 

it's 
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u \f$yt>u pretty Mife, they have talk'dt 
u to rtfc fo much about" 

JENNt, reply'd * with hfef ufual T 
Innocency, " I don't know, indeed Sir, . 
ic who may have talk'd of me to you ^ 
14 but I am rery fure that no body 
41 tVet mentioned you to fiie" 

" Why how now I'(Mifs, fays he) 
** furely they would not marry you, 
** without.mentioning it to you ?** 

"That I can't tell neither," fays 

%i Btrt tettme> Mifs, quoth Bakctt, 
u what Anfwer (hall you give, if this 
" Marriage is propofed to you V\ 

** I shall fay nothing, ikys Jmrjl 
« That will be well for me," cried 
■■.'"■'' Bedcott 
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Bedcott aloud, (grinning, at thinking 
lie was going to fay a good thing) 
£' for you know Madam, as the Pro- 
f.l verb fays, Silence gives Qm[ent.'\ 

As to your Proverbs, Sir, I know 
nothing of them neither^ all I know 
is, that in even Matter, " I lhall 

obey my Papa and Mamma." 
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" But fuppofe they gave you an 
" Order to fall in Love, with fuch 
" a brave old Boy as I am?" 

" I shou'd not do it, (fays Jm&) 
" for don't all the World know that 
** our Parents teach us, never to fall 
>' in Love with Boys?" 

u Oh? ho! I understand you, (fays 
* c Bedcott) and now you are my Wife." 

'•'....".,: "No* 
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" No, no, (fays (he,) it is not fo 
" yet, nor perhaps ever may, for 
cc many Things happen betwixt the 
«« Lip and Cup." 

Mrs Gripe, who thirfted after Bed- 
tott -s Wealth, like the Hart after the 
Water-Brooks, held it high Time 
to fide with her Son-in-Law. " You 
" muft not mind, (fays fhe) Mr Bed- 
cc cott, what our Girl fays> fhe is but 
4< an innocent Child, and quite filly." 

€C Madam, (fays Bedcott,) don't 
<c tell me that •, /he's you Daughter, 
cc and your perfeft Likenefs ; as for 
* c me, I chufe a young Wife, becaufe 
€< fheMl be" obedient, and do as fhe'a 
" direfted." 



" My Girl, (fays Mrs Gripe) has been 
<« ever prudendy brought up, aricl to 

«« manage 
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u manage well, and we fliall delrvetf 
* her to a- prodent Mant-Jamy h& 
"ever workM frorn Morning till 
« Evenings" 

"What (aikViJ^jam I to work 
tt when I am married ? I thought 
** when married,, one was only to. 
u play,.walk^pay and' receive Vifits I 
u If that he not the Cafe,. I had ra- 
fc ther remain as I an); to what Ear?- 
f < pofe is it elffc to maiiy ?* 

tJJRRIS 9 who wis quick and 1 
Very malicious began to fmife,. and* 
faid, his Coufin was better bred than* 
to expeft his Wife to be a Hoiife- 
Keeper. 

" You reckon without your Hoft^ 
u (fays Btdcott) every Man that mar- 
E* ries^does aad wilLexged his WifeK , 

Com*- 
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«* Company, and fhe muft look after 
v the Houfe, or othcrwife lhe may 
Cl ruin him, were he as rich as Crafiit^ 
" For my Part,. I'll have a Wife that. 
<c will do what I order^and obey her 
* Hufband*" 

You talk, at a rare Rate, fays. 
Harris, but Batchelofs Wives are 
finely manag'dj this he faid to turn, 
the Difcourle. And the only civil 
Thing Bedcott xJid, or faid, whilft he 
was with them, was in offering to pare 
her a Pear, but juft as it was done, 
it flipt out of his Fingers, and fell 
on the Flooly and when he ftoop*xi 
to fhatch it up in a great Hurry, a 
Noife was heard which proceeded 
from a Place, which it may not be 
fe decent to mention ; and to make 
it ftiii the more offensive* he alk'd; 
arthoqfand. Pandora qf the Compa- 
ny, 
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ny for the Accident; to which Jen*) 
pretty brifkly reply'd, lhe had not 
pne at his fervice. 

After more fuch fine Difcourfe, 
theVifit finifh'd, and Bedcott waited 
on the two Ladies Home to their 
Houfe, and all the way took the 
Wall of them, not out of Pride or 
Ambition, but through Ignorance. 

He had no fooner left them, than 
Jenny cried out to her Mother; My 
God! Dear Madam! what a Shock- 
ing Man is that! But fhe bid her 
hold her Tongue, and faid, lhe did 
not as yet^ know what was good 
for. herfelf. 

The Beauty of Mifs Jenny* made 
fo lively an Impreflion on the Heart 
of our Mifer, that he became quite 

*ena- 
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enamour'd with her; and he beg'd 
Mr Harris to do all that in him 
lay, to expedite the Marriage. Nor 
wou'd he truft to that alone, for 
he was determin'd to write to her 
his whole Mind, in a Letter. He 
thought, and bethought; leal'd, and 
unfeal'd his Epiftle twenty times, at 
length on pit Paper, (the firft of 
that quality he had ever ufed) and 
the firft Effay of his Heart were joint- 
ly iffued forth. 

His Foot-boy who came from 
Wdks r the worthy Servant of fo de- 
ferving a Mafter, was trufted with the 
Overflowings of his Heart. He charg'd 
the Boy, upon many Pains and Pe- 
nalties, to deliver the Letter into 
Mifs Jennfs own Hands. 

This 



Thj$ kidpcd he cji\ but ^he fof- 
^gOt to tell hii» to whom k was ad- 
4refs'd» or from whom it came. 

MiS3 Jenny only alk'd him if the. 
iPoftage was paid, and carry'd it m- 
ftantly > her Father, to whom (he 
■♦though* it belong'd. For k was uh 
foal for her to take in Letters for 
him; and having never yet received 
any herfelf^ it never xmce enter'd into 
her Head to look at the Diredtion, nor 
indeed am I certain: that it had one.* 

Gripe took the Letter, and read 
it; at the fame Time admiring his 
Daughter's want of Curiofity; and 
the fine Style, and Wit, and fu- 
perb Expreflions of his intended Son 
in feaw. 

z The 
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The Foot-boy returning without aa 
Anfwer. Bedcott afktt him, what made 
him flay fo long? But the Boy having 
'been to fee Sights, gave him but * 
"blind Account of the Matter j and 
bringing no Anfwer he conceived the 
Letter was never deliver'd. This do* 
termin'd him at all Events to go him* 
felf that Evening, and immediately^ 
•flew to Mr Harris, to defire him to" 
introduce him outright. 

HARRIS was quite charm'd to 
lee his Coufin become fo orderly a 
Lover, and rejoiced at the Change 
work'd \ipon him, for he never could 
liave thought that Bedcott would have 
become fo hardy a Lover as to wait 
on his Miftrefs in Perfon. 

He was very well received by 
both the Daughter, and Motherland 

as 
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as he was not fo gay a Spark as Mr 
Smart j the old Woman did not fcru- 
plc to leave the Lovers alone. Bed- 
colt, impatient to know the Succcfi 
of his fine Epiftle, after the firft Com- 
pliments made, afk'd if fhe had re- 
ceived the Letter, and why fhe was 
fo cruel as to fend him no Anfwer? 
lhe faid, fhe never look'd at the Let- 
ter that came, but it was anfwer'd by 
the Poft. 

€c I talk not, (fays he ) of Poft 
* c Letters-, the Letter I mean, is 
** that my Boy brought you to-day ?" 

" A letter, for me, fays Jenty* 
5* do you think that modeft Girls 
€c receive Letters ? Why was it not 
V a Letter about * Bufinefs ?" 

" No (fays Bedcctt)\t was I, that 
" had the Boldnefs to write to you." 
■ r ic To 
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<c To write that Letter to me, 
" fays (he, why you were laLcndcxi 
iC you take me for an iryrran: Baiy 
" indeed, to i"jp:o:e m J:iiz I ::-*: 
" know z-iz £L L-t~tr. zr.trr. .*:r 
c€ of the C.j-:rr : '' : -rj::-? -v -.i- 
" ty every r—. x.:-.: t- J:r::.-r :.-. 

44 Chirr: *"" ' '*•''• 1\ " '-■ v 

" livs :.:1:.:m:.\::. ;:;.....-; •--.. ; s ••-- 

" w"~-:c t-; u — - — -,. .-...- 
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and at the fame time beginning to 
read it, for fear of a Reply in the Ne- 
gative. 

Mfs Jsnny, wy Heart's Delight, 
" TTAvino obtain'd the Authority 

JL X " and Confent of Meffmrs 
" your Parents, who permit me to 
" hope to enter into their Alliance, 
" I don't believe it is a Breach of 
" good Manners, to trace out thefe 
" few Lines •, and to make you there- 
* c in the under-written Declaration. 
" Which is ; that I offer you a 
" Heart quite new, quite pure, and 
" quice neat, and where, as on 
" Virgin Parchment, your Image 
ic is painted; having never been ful- 
" lied by any other Crayon, or Pic- 
" ture whatever imprefs'd upon it. 
" But more fitly may I fay, that I 
"ama Copper-Plate, which by the 

<c Needle 
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tc Needle and Poignancy of your Re- 
<c gard, am etch'd with your fairFi- 
" gure*, and which being ftain'd with 
" the Tears of your Rigour, you 
" may take Proofs from me, every 
" Hour of the Day. O! that in Re* 
" venge, I could lee your Heart a- 
" like .engrav'd with my dear Image. 
" But not to pulh this Allegory too 
" far, I wifh thefe fincere Thoughts* 
" may prefs, and incline you to Mar- 
" riage; and that we foon may be 
c< rivetted with Adamantine Cramps 
cc to each other, in one Habitation; 
c< where we'll learn to lead a tran- 
" quil Life* all the Hours of our 
" good Days. I wifh you a good Hour 
<4 of the Day, and good Hours and 
" Days forever, from your very hum- 
ic ble and affe&ionate future Jiuf- 
" band 

John Bedcott* 

F 2 Miss 
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Miss Jenny liften'd with all her 
Ears to the Letter, and thinking Ihc 
had not been attentive, becaufe fhe 
underftood it not, defir'd Bedcott to read 
it over again. This he did with great 
Glee believing it to be a Mark of its 
being a Matter- Peice of its Kind. But 
when he came to the Word Allegory, 
fhe -ftopt him fhort: Crying, "for 
" God's fake , Mr. Bedcott! is not 
" that Word fome vile Double-tan- 
" der? Does it mean no ill ?" And- 
juft as Bedcott was going to ex- 
plain the Meaning; " No, no, fays 
* c fhe, I won't hear the Meaning of 
" the filthy Word ; Mamma, has 
" always bid me not liften to nafty 
" DouMe-tanders^-put it up, Sir, I beg j M 
and then fhe flew to her Mother, and 
Bedcott after her ; who having nothing 
to fay all the reft of the Night, was for- 
ced 
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ced to pafs his Time, in fitting very 
quietly, and helping her wind up Balls 
of Cotton. 

It happen'd that Evening, Mrs. Har- 
ris, the Wife of Bedcotfs Coufin, came 
to pay Madam Gripe a Vifit. Mrs. 
Harris was a Woman of Wit, and 
who lov'd to keep good Company; 
for which Reafbn, fhe feldom vifited 
at Gripe's, fhe and her Houfe being e- 
qually dull. 

The Minute fhe enter'd, Mrs Gripe 
began in her ufual Way to worry her 
to Death about the Affairs of her Fa- 
mily. She complained of the Cares of 
having Children •, of the Villainy of 
her Servants ; of her Intention rX turn- 
ing hers all out of Poors ; of each 
of which fhe gave a compleat Hiftory, 
both as to their good and ill Qualv- 
F3 ties; 
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tics; and at length defir'd to know 
if Mrs Harris could not recommend 
any, to fupply their Places? Then 
fhe went on to complain of Houfe- 
keeping •, of the Dcarnefs of Provifion ; 
$nd that to keep a Table now a Days^ 
was a battomlefs Pit of Expence. 

By that time fhe had finifhed her 
tedious Narrations, old Mr. Gripe re- 
turned Home ; he had at the Expence 
of a Creolian Client of his, been pam- 
pering his Body the whole Day. He 
had din'd at the Ship on Turtle, and 
finifh'd the Debauch at the P/*yi this 
high Kind of Living, with a Gallor\ 
of Wine he had guzzled down, had 
put him in tip-top Spirits. 

It was therefore to no Purpofe for 
him to enter his Study, to fcribble 
*till Midnight according to Cuftom. 

A* 
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As foon as he was feated, he bawPd 
out, in a marvellous Tranfport," that 
44 he had feen the fineft new Play in 
44 the World! That the Houfe was* 
44 quite full ! And that he had beheld 
44 at leaft twenty Thoufand Black- 
44 guards and Pickpockets!'* 

Mrs. HARRIS, who doated on 
Plays, eagerly afk'd him the Name 
of this fine Play ? 

44 Have Patience, Madam (fays he) 
44 and you fliall be fatisfied. There 
44 was a Fellow in it call'd Cinna 9 who 
" took it into his Noddle to kill 
44 a certain Emperor •, for which pur- ' 
44 pofe, he made a League offenfive 
44 and defenfive with, one Mr. Max- 
4< imus 9 or fome fuch Name 5 but it ft 11 
44 out, v that fome old Woman tlifco- 
F4 " ver'd 
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" ver'd the Plot. There was alfo a- 
" nother Woman that appeas'd all 
"* this Strife; and then theEmperor ap- 
" pear'd fitting in a great Chair, with 
" two fpecial Pleaders by him, and 
<c fo the Play being thus full of a 
" thoufand unforefeen Accidents ; af- 
<c terwards the King pardons the Tray- 
44 tors-, and then at the End, the Em- 
4 * % peror and they are as loving as fo 
** many Tantany Pigs! Faith, 'twas die 
<c fined Piece that ever was adted." 

Methinks, fays Mrs. Harris^ its a 
pity you were not defur'd to write the 
Prologue, you have fo wondrous a 
•knack of defcribing Tragedy ! But 
here, fhe was interrupted by the Ar- 
rival of Mr. Smart. 

Mr. GRIP Ei being balf-feas-over^ 
received him in aciviler way, than he 
was ufed \ not but that he intended to 
break off with him, the very firft fault 

that 
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that Smart ftiould commit. After Smart 
had made his Bows, applying himfelf 
to Mrs. Gripe, "Well, my good Mo- 
" ther, is my Pardon feaPd ?" 

€t I don't know what you mean by 
" fealing, fays /he, with your Pardon* 
" and all?** 

cc I mb'an, fays Smart, is myTault 
iC droSvned in the River of Oblivion ?"' 

<c What River of Oblivion ? fays oW 
** Mr Gripe, Forgetfulnefs belongs ta 
•*' Dogs ?" And then he fell a laugh- 
ing, dreaming he had faid the moft fe^ 
vere thing in the Worfdl 

u Whv, fays Smart, if I did any Mif- 
*• chief, I have amply repaid it ; if not 
" lam ready to matke a 4 full Retribu- 
" tion." « 

• F5 "It 
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c< It is not for that, (fays Mrs Gripe) 
€i I am angry with you. No, no, it 
c< is becaufe you are a vile Rake* a 
u Debauchee^and a perfidiousVillairi. ,, 
To back this polite Speech, the old 
Lawyer added, c *that he was fo fhock- 
" ing a Fellow that he would have 
" nothing more to do with him." 

SMART was purpofing tojuftify 
his Chara&er,. but both the Hufband 
and Wife began fuch a Yelling, that he 
was glad to get away at any Rate; 
Upon this y Mafter Tommy (Griped 
youngeft Son) rode into the Hall upon, 
a Stick, and the old Father, to pleafe 
"the Child did the like upon a Broom. 

Mrs.. HAR R IS laugh'd very hear* 
tily, to fee the old Fool make fuch-an 
ASs of himfelf. But Mr. Bedcm* tfr 
ihyew his reading,, obferved, that thofe 

wha 
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who had read Plutarch, muft needs 
remember that Agifiaus was once fur- 
prized in the like A&ion, and diat all 
he faid to thofe that beheld him, was, 
that he defied they would fufpend their 
laughter, % till they them/elves had Children. 
This Cafe, exa<5tly in Point, ftop'd 
Mrs. Harris's Mouth,, and made Gripe 
adtoire the great Erudition of his in- 
tended Son in Law. 

The reft of the Evening's Conver- 
sation, was fpent in fuch like Follies. 
fb that the good Mrs. Harris was hor- 
ribly fatigued,, and took her Leave-, 
and Mrs. Gripe defied all the Com- 
pany to depart at the fame Time \ 
for that the ufual Hour of locking up- 
the Doors was paft. After this Vifit, 
poor Smart's Affair went on daily 
from bad to worfe, and Bedcott's took 
juft the other Turn, 

I DON*fc* 
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I don't mean, that Mifs Jenny 
favoured one more than the other,, 
for (he was equally indifferent to 
them both, or rather fhe had for both 
an equal Deteftation. But Mr. Gripe 
being determined not to let Bed- 
cotfs immenfe Wealth flip .through 
his Fingers, only defer'd the Marri- 
age, till he had found a good Oppor- 
tunity to quarrel with Smart. Things- 
being thus fettled to his Mind, he 
thought it might not be amifs to let 
Mifs Jenny fee a little of the World, 
and have fome Education beftowM. 
upon her. 

To effed this grand End, they began 
with allowing her more Liberty thanu- 
ftial in the Houfe. They alio, had a 
firft rate Dancing Matter, who came to 
here very Morning to fafhion her, and 
inftrudtherin his Art. But one Thing 
the old Woman infifted on, viz. that the 

firft 
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firft Dances (he fhould be taught, 
fhould be Green Sleeves, znATbcnws I 
Cannot; which Dances ftie averr'd were 
dane'd at her Wedding, and were to 
be juftly prefert'd to all others. 

They alfo agreed /he fhould fee Com- 
pany at Home and go a vifiting with 
Mrs. Harris, to all thofe polite ones 
that livM inher Neighbourhood. Jen* 
ny, tho* fhefeem'd filly and ftupid, was 
neverthelcfs very well received at all 
Brums (he went to, on Account of her 
excellent Beauty •, for a handibmePer- 
Ion is always an Ornament to a Rout. 

Amongst thefe there was a certain 
Affembly, thatdiftinguilh'dtheml'elves 
by the Title of the Brilliant Club. They 
confiftedofbothSexes, and fet them- 
felves up for Wits. Their chief Bufi- 
nefs was to invent I^ies on all Sorts 
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©f People for which Reafon,. thef 
were generally call*d the Lying Club 
by the reft of the Town. It was held 
at the Houfe of a young Lady whom 
we fhall call Angelica \ who, as fhe was 
a Lady of great Merit, fo I don't very 
well know-how fhe became imbark'd in 
this Affembly. She had learnt fome 
Languages, and had read moft Authors 
©f Note, But fhe hid her Knowledge, as 
tho* it was a Crime. However, fhe was 
never aihamed to give juft Opinions of 
Men and Manners, the* to what fhe 
faid, the reft of the Company hanjly 
ever attended, 

To fay the Truth, this Affembly 
was like all others, the major Part of 
the People that frequented it not being 
over* wife; therefore they ever fided 
with that Opinion, which had moft 
Votes. Wc may compare her to Caf- 
$mdra> who was never teliev'd when 

fhe 
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flie fpoke Truth. One of her Coufihs, 
a Member of this Ruelle^ generally car- 
ried off all their Opinions to thd 
fide flie ihclin^U fhe affefted to be 
learned, with a Pedantry that was not 
tx> be born, 

O&e of her Lovers, forfooth,. taught 
hefr Latin, another Italian* a third A# 
ffonbfny, and a fourth thfc Aft: of Ver- 
bifying. So fhe had juft as many Maf- 
ters, as humble Servants. This Lady's 
true Name was Abigail^ but the Naftto 
ihe aflbm'd was Parlbeniffd y which it's 
ptefum'd fhe borrow'd of Bridget Tipkirt< 
hi the Play. 

But as one of her Admirers wa* 
himfelf a Chara&er, I (hall fet hint 
Out in ;full Length, his Name wa» 
yackfoH) a tall lank Body, with a ve* 
ry fhar|> Nofej he fet himfelf up fat 
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a Man of Travel and Education, for 
having left his Country for Debt in 
his Youth, he had moved from Gar- 
ret to Garret throughout mpft great 
Towns in Chriftendom, till the Age 
of forty five, when on the Death of 
his Father he returned home. He 
was Son to a Hedge Attorney in a 
Country Village r who being quite 
fick of his low Trade,, had put on 
the Bar-Gown ; but having neither 
Learning* Knowledge,- or Experience 
for fuch a Bufinefs, he found him- 
felf abfolutely without Clients, and 
therefore wifely retired to the Coun- 
try, and employ'd himfelf in bringing 
up ten Children he had by his Lady, 
whom he had advanced from the 
Kitchen to his Bed : Thus noblyjborn 
Mr Jack/on after his Travels, where 
its believ'd he loft his Wits, afium'd 
to himfelf the Conceit of his being 

born 
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born of an illuftrious Family, altho'thc 
whole World and he himfelf alfo taiew 
he only was the Grandfon of a fhabby 
Attorney, whofe Father was a low 
Hufbandman; yet forfooth, nothing 
was good enough for our new Man 
of Quality to be civil to. Nothing 
ever equafl'd his Pride and Infolence, 
infomuch that within a Year after he 
returned Home, he had been kick'd 
out of the Houfes of all his Country 
Neighbours, who could not conceive 
that our Hero was fo great a Man 
as he pretended -, as moft of them 
eoufcl prove his Parents had been: 
Stewards or Rent- Gatherers for their- 
their Anceftors. 

Being thus a fecond Time driven: 
from his Country, he hired Cham- 
bers in Town, where, at this and o- 
ther Routs, he may vaunt of his Race 

without 
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without being detected till Dooms. 
Day* Mr. Jackfon> as Partbeniffa\ 
Mind was juft like his own, fet up 
for an Admirer •, he had no great 
Beauty indeed to recommend him as 
a Lover* for his Complexion was of 
a Monkey Tint; over which Age 
and Ill-nature had caft a yellow Tinge*, 
fo that he exa&ly refembled in Hue 
an over-grown Toad-Stool j and for 
the reft* from Head to Foot* he was 
a very 'Satyr., 

His Mouth was wide* and his 
Teeth long, which fhew'd his natu- 
ral Difpofition to bite and worry, 
and on his Countenance fat a malici- 
ous Grin, as if determined at all 
Times to exhibit his tufky Tangs* to 
the Terror of all Beholders. 

His Eyes* were funk deep in his 

Head 
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Head* and in' them flhorte a Ferfct>' 
like Kind of Fire, with which he <&V f d 
into his Neighbours Misfortunes; and; 
which he ever exaggerated and multi- 
plied ; for there never liv'd fo gr^at a 
Lyar, or ever efcifted fo envious a Soul ; 
if he had been consulted at the Creatibn, 
nothingliad happened as it is, all good 
things he wou'd have had reveffed, to 
put HI ,ones in their Place ; and at the 
Profperity of another, as the Poet fays \ 

As paid and wan, as AJhes was lis Look, y 
His Body lean and meagre as a Rake, l 
And Skin all withered like an aged Rook. J 

Thbsb two Devil- things were ever 
grinning and fneering at the Reft of j 
the Company, fo that in a flxort Time, , 
their Converfation was fete a fete \ I , 
have fince been told, that their Love 
snded in. Marriage, and that, they liv'di 

well 
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well enough together for a Month, af- 
ter which they parted far as they Poles 
afunder* 

But as in this mixt Society there were 
Geniufes of all Kinds, fo the fineft fort 
of Man amongfl: them was Mr. Blaze y 
the Admirer* and humble Servant of 
Angelica •, and who did all he could to 
obtain her good Graces. 

There was alio a certain Author, 
one Mr. Colley, belonging to this polite 
Aflfembly, whofe Peices had been well 
received in hisYouth ; but at prefent he 
was fo decry'd that not one Bookfeller 
in Town would print his Works. For 
which Caule he endeavour'd to make 
hmlfelf amehefei by reading his Pro* 
dudiions aloud, in all Companies he 
came into. But here, by your Leave 
kind Reader, I Ihall ftop fhort, for 
fiiou'd I ftay todefcribe all Mr, Collef'% 

Im- 
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Impertinencies, as well as thofe of ma- 
ny more, who conftituted this extraor- 
dinary Club, I ftiou'd too long defer the 
two Marriages I have on my Hands. 

Let it fuffice then to fay, that thert 
met every Night at Angelica's Houfe a 
Mafs of People, few of which will be 
. Heroes in our Hiftory. The Day that 
Mifs Jenny wa? prefented to Angelica, 
the Aflembly was not fo crouded as u- 
fual, and therefore it fell out that the 
Talk was witty and agreeable enough. 

For altho* Jenny did not join much 
in the Converfation, yet fhe was very 
attentive to a Difcourfe which it may 
not be amifs partly to infert in this 
Book. As foon as the firft Compli- 
ments were made, which the moft 
ingenious People, fometimes perform 
with Succefs \ for it confifts only in a 

pro- 
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profound Bow and fomewhat mutter'd 
betwixt the Lips, which no body un- 
derstands ; Parthmjfa who could only 
endure fuch T^k 3? fayour'd of know- 
ledge, foon cut their Difcourfes fhort : 
She complain'd of Mrs. Harris* who 
had fet out with talking of the News 
of the Town, and of the Neighourhood, 
Jold her fuch Talk, was like that at a 
Chriftening, or the mere Difcourfe of 
Godmothers; whereas polite People, 
Jhould only talk of Books, of Learning, 
of Plays, &c. from whence, (he fell 
foul of feveral modern Authors, till 
her whole Stock of Criticifm was fpent. 

God knows if thofe Remarks Ihe 
made were juft, or not; but I muft 
beg L^ave to omit this part of the 
Night's Cpnverfation, for had I been to 
determine the Bufineis, it's moft proba- 
ble it would have fallen diametrically 

op* 
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oppofite to the Verdidt fhe gave ; tho* 
.this with the Company w^uld feem a 
.capital Crime. They would perhaps 
Jiave ufed me worfe than a Hiftoriatf, 
or Gazetteer- Writer. 

Besides this Rout confiftcd of fuch 
fine Men ! Men of fo much Delicacy ! 
that one ought to be well upon one's 
Guard, as to what is faid, for the leaft 
Word of Raillery, or even a modeft 
Commendation equally fets them in & 
Flame, and renders them your irrecon- 
cilable Enemy. For this Reafon, 1 
dare not give you an exa&E)etail of all 
that pafs'd, but only of what pall 
in general. Afterwards the Difcourfe 
turn'd on the fubjea of Poems, and of 
the Way to become eminent from fuch 
Writings. ' 

« the 
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.. *' The greateft Pleafure, I can con* 
<c <Jeive,'in this World is (faith Par* 
" tbemffa), to be an Author ; to be a- 
*f ble to write a Book. It is in this 
<Q alone, I envy the Men, they having 
" prpduc'd fo many." 

" Whv for /fa/ .''(fays Angelica)^ 
<c one need not wifli to be of one or 
" the other Sex ; Women having 
" in all Ages produc'd very good ones, 
" even fo good, as to be the Envy of 
" the Men." 

" Tho* that is undeniable(fays Mrs, 
u Harris) yet thofe who have wrote 
" the bell have conceaFd themfelves, 
" as if it were a Crime in us to write, 
" and thofe who have done ill, in that 
«* Way, are the jeft, and by-word of 
*' the World. So that tho' the thing 

" has 
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*• has certainly happen'd, yet, by this 
' 4 € Concealment, we havercap'd but 
" fmall Glory." 

" For my Part, (fays Mr. Blaze, who 
^ was Angelica's Admirer) I am quite 
" of another Mind; for I think, that 
" thofe who hide their Knowledge, ac- 
<c quire a double Glory •, for to InflruSl* 
" i<m* they join Madefty" 

" And were I King (fays CoUey) I 
€< would hinder all Females from fcrib- 
* c bling any Books ; for under the Pre- 
" text of fome Romance, or little 
c< Peice of Poetry or another, they 
*' fo fweep the Bookfellers of all their 
* l Money, that none refts with them to 
* v pay for the Works of truly good Hi- 
< c ftorians, or even Philofophers. ThU 
*< Bufinefs, I have much at Heart j foe 
** I Jfpeak by Experience. 

G To 



i« The T z to p jle Beau; 

iTo Which Mr. Paris, another of 
the Company, reply'd, " One fees 
" Sir, by your Warmth, that Intereft 
" dire&s your Opinion ; but furely, tho* 
<c tnany Poems and Romances are 
cc printed ; yet one daily ices many 
" voluminous Bodes brought to light, 
u both antient and modern. So I fear 
<c that fuch as the JBookfellers reftife, it's 
cc rather for want of Merit in them." 

As for ybu, Mr. P<*ra,(fays CbBej) 
€c *tis but fefcfdm you give ypur Friend 
*• a helping Hand ; your Satire, is oh 
" all Cafes predominant.'* 



CC 
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Afob, fays Blaze* " we live in a nice 
Age, Mr. Colley; and fo fay the 
Truth, one too often folds PtbJ>le 
« fitting at greit Works, that hardly 
" can accomjpUih a good Sonnet." 

All 
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All of a fudden Mifs Jenrrf bawPd 
out, who till then had been as mute 
as a Fifh.; nay now, you come to 
your Sennets* I have one about me, that 
was left with my Father in praife of the 
Law. Upon which Mr. 'Blaze to in- 
duce her to talk, andout of good Man- 
ners, defir'd to fee it. , She begg'4 to 
be excus'd, affirming it to be fo very 
long, indeed, that reading it, would 
be taking up too much Time. 

What, Mifs, fays Partbenifa with a 
Sneer, can fourteen Verfes take up fo 
much Time! 

" Mv God ! (fays Jermf) my Sonnet 

cc is more than four Hundred V*rfe$. rt 

At the fame Time fhe pulled out of her 

Pocket a Bode bound in gilt Paper, 

G 2 which 
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which confifted of one entire Poem, 
The Company, could not .help laugh- 
tog,' at this Miftake of Jenny's \ bnt a- 
bove all Parnetbijfa\ to whom Mifs 
Jenny replied, with a Blufh, cc pray, is 
" not* this Verfe? Pam furetny Papa 
" told me it was ? 

w Yes, Mifs, (fays Blaze,) it is moll: 
• c certainly Verfe.*' > 

•* And why then, (fays^flwry,) fincc 
<c all Sonnets are Verfe, why is not this 
" & Sonnet?" This made the Laugh 
ftifl louder; irifomuch, that Angelica* 
out t>f mere Civility, was forced to nur 
to Mifs Jenny, and turn the Converfad^ 
on, to put aa End to the great Confix 
fion the poor GirPs Ignorance had 
brought her into. Mifs Jenny being 
thus convinced of her Deficiency in this 
Point* begg'd of Angelica to procureher 

fomc 
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fome good Books to read, upon which 
ihe acquainted Mr. Blaze ^ who had a 
fine Library of Mifs Gripe' iDefire, who 
promifed to fupply her with all fuch 
Books as his Study afforded. But ob- 
ferving a Paper that Angelica had let fall, 
he ran and took ir up. Cc O Madam," 
(fays he,) having juft caft his Eyes on 
€< it, I find by the Superfcription, that 
" this is the Effky you have fo long 
" promifed to favour the Aflembly 
«« with" — Angelica blufh'd, and could 
not deny the Charge, whereupon Mr. 
Blaze immediately began reading it to 
die Company, 
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CHAP. VI. 

tfbe Hifiory of Love : A moral Tale. 

T/'ENUS being infinitely enraged 
* with her Son Cupid for the many, 
and almoft daily and hourly repeated In- 
fults put upon the Gods, was determined 
to bring him to condign Punishment* 
and meeting Mercury full Poft on a largp 
Plain, in the Precin&s of Heaven, foe 
ftoppM him fhort, and laid open to him 
the Contents of her Mind. 

MERCURT, whohimfelf had 
fuffer'd by him, readily joined with the 
Goddefs, to bring this Urchin to a better 
and truer Senfe of Things ; and they fo 
agreed it, that the next Day as Cupid 
was fondling with his Mother on her 

Knees, 
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Knees, that Mercu r y fhould feize him, 
and give him at lead a hundred Bafti- 
nadoes with his Caducius. Matters 
being thus fix'd, Cupid had certainly 
been well chaftis'd, to the Contentment 
of the whole Heaven, but that luckily 
for him, he was juft at that Time.(being 
ajmoft fpent with Mifchief) fecfeing Re- 
pofe under the Shade of a large Myrtle, 
that was near the Road, and fo over- 
heard the Plot juft as Venus and Mercu* 
ry had fettled Preliminaries. 

The Minute they parted, Cupid, well 
1; nowing how indulgent all Grandmo- 
thers are to their fecond Offspring, dart- 
ed himfelf without Lofs of Time into 
the Sea; where quickly arriving at the 
Palace of Thetis, with many Sobs and 
Sighs, he related the Cruelty of his Mo- 
tber % and her Abettor Mercury. 

G4; THE- 
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THETIS charmMwith her Boy, 
immediately took him, and (hut him up 
in her own Clofet, where for fome Days 
he amufed himfelf with pulling to Pie- 
ces all 'the fine Shell- Work, the prin- 
cipal Ornaments of that delicious Re- 
treat. But foon growing tired of this 
Confinement, he ftole forth into all the 
Avenues, Parks, and Gardens of The- 
tis % s Palace, and quickly had Recourfe 
to his old Trade ; for he fo wounded 
the Fifties with his Arrows* that ever 
imce, thefe, 'till then, cold Animals; 
are become the moft prolific of all fub- 
lunary Creatures, Infomuch that,91fo- 
iis's Kingdom fuddenly became fo popu- 
lous, that ever fince her Subjefts are 
fo barbarous, as to devour one another 
like Wolves, But indeed, had he ftopt 
here, there had not been much mifchief 
donej for afterwatds, he became more 

hardy 
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hardy and bold, and he fhot his Ar- 
rows at the Sirens thcmfelves, (who are 
Opera-Girls of Thetis'* Court) and they 
gave way to Love ; however virtuous* 
fuch. Ladies are known to be*. 

Nor did he reft Satisfied with this; for 
being bent on higher Game, he let fly 
at the Naides (who are the Maids of Ho* 
nour of the maritime Queen) and feeing 
one more prudifh than the Reft, he 
wounded her fo deeply, that lhe fuffe- 
red herfelf to be feduced by the Lord 
Vreafurtr of the Shells*. 

But it was not enough for them to* 
Be in Love; a Place to fatisfy that 
Love was the moff difficult Thing in 
the World to be found'; for as Th'etis's 
Palace is built of the pureft Cfyftal, it 
was impoflible for them to fatiffy their 
Inclination, without at the fame Time- 
G 5. being: 
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being difcover'd by the Tritons, who 
are the Life-Guards of that Court. To 
conquer this Difficulty then, they a- 
greed to meet near the Carybdis* where 
there is a Cafcade in Form like a Gulf, 
and fo dangerous, that fcarce any one 
can pafs it. However, they Cpukl not 
accomplifh their little Affairs fo filent- 
ly, but they were heard by the Dqgs $f 
Hkylla 5 for it's near that Place where 
Neptune's DQg-Kewelis. Oneofthefe 
Court-Dogs haji no iponer begun to 
to howl, but rii£ whole Pack fct up 
their Yelling, fo that the Band of Mu- 
fick, who live near to Scylla, and an old 
worn-out jealous 2W/00, who was Go- 
vernor in thefe Quarters foon awaked* 
Heinfiftedupon immediately knowing 
what was the Caufe of all this Noife^ 
fearing it was Rogues, that were come 
to rob him of thofe Treafures he had 
heaped, up, according to the ufual Cut 

torn 
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torn of fuch great Lords, who plunder 
the Province* they are feni to protedfc. 

Our unhappy Lovers, were loon fe- 
cur'd ; the poor Maid of Honour was 
ready to die with Shame, and blufti'd 
like a Lobfter, and was mute as a 
Carp. 

Now in thefe marine Worlds, Things 
run much on the lame Plan, as here in? 
broad Day-light ; "andthe little Folks *U 
bout the Court are equally as envious 
of their Superiors, as they are at St. 
James's 5 fo that this old, furly Lord 
Triton^ . employ'd himfelf in writing 
Letters to his Friends at Court, filPd 
with this new and agreeable Piece ojf 
Scandal. 

There was foon fo many Whifpers, 
Songs, and Lampoons mdde, that ift 

lefs 
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left than twelve Hours Queen Thetis 
was perfc&ly informed of the whole 
Story ; which made her chafe, fume 
and fwell to fuch a Degree, that who- 
ever faiTd over her Back, were in a 
mo& -dreadful Fright. In fhort, fhe 
convened xhtNa7ad % and order'd her 
to be confined in a Prifon of Ice in 
Greenland. And for her Seducer fhe 
fcntene'd him to a Snail-fhell, where 
ever fince he has lain fnug; except 
that now and then he Jhews his Horns, 
topkafe fpitjefuj Children. But as foe 
Cupid* the Caufe of all their Woe* 
Thetis determined to, whip him foqnd- 
ly; and fhe order'd great Bunches of 
Coral to be torn from the Rocks,, 
that he might bs fcourged witji wet 
Rods.. 

Now Reader, if you didn't know* it 
before, I mufl: needs tells you, thai 

wheck 
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when Coral is in the Sea, it is a Plana 
of a pliant Kind of Nature; like anr 
Ozier, and only hardens and grows* 
Red with being in the Air ; fo at lead 
Pliny fays, if he don't lye mod con^ 

foundedly; 

» 

Thus CupiJis become in equal Dan* 
ger, as when he left Venus •, and he 
even beheld the Crabs which are the 
Officers of Juftice to Thetis-, preparing 
to lay hold of him; but heflipt out of 
their Claws like an Eel;, for he is as 
nimble as a Fawn,, when he's in the 
lead Danger; and he gotfafe to Earth 
out of the Dominions of his Granam*. 
He was not neverthelefs out of his Re- 
gion ,. for he landed in the Park of Ci*, 
tele, his- GreatrGrandmotben. But as flic 
was old, wrinkled, hump-back'd, and 
oad her Head cover'd withChurch-ftee- 
jples* hci was afraid to go near her, 

Befidesj, 
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Befides, having juft efcapM fcoujrgiag* 
which is the utmoft Punifhment for 
Children, he was afraid of ajtl his 
Relations; therefore he was detwai- 
ned to h&petdu^ and accordingly co*h 
veyed himfelf to the Hutts of fom 
Shepherds, whom he faw'at a Diftance. 
Thefe goods Folks rtceiy'd him very 
kindly, and the firft Thing they did 
was to give him fome Cloaths, a* they 
found him all naked ; little. dreaming 
of that inward He^t, he carry*d abowg 
him. 

It's impoflible for me to determine, 
in fo late an Age, whether the Fear 
of the Rod had made Cupid more 
cautious, or whether pitying the Ig- 
norance of his Hofts, all the Time 
he ftaid in thefe Quarters ; he forbore 
playing them any malicious Tricks* 
And to recompenee them for his kin4 

Reception* 
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Reception, he taught them to make 
Love', For btffhre this Time, Man- 
Jkind were unacquainted bow to makt 
hove\ for all a&ed by Inftindt juft like 
the fevage Beaft^ that only aim to.pro- 
pagace their Species. Tlw hfiaycoiy 
Paflion then, till that Tiflte*. whfeli 
fo infinuates itfelf in bur Hearts* which 
fo ravilhes our Souls, fo entrances oqr 
Bodies, Men were ignorant of. This 
Cboice-MorfeL, till then, w^s referred 
for the Gods- Every Body knows, 
that Love was originally beftow'd on 
Shepherds; to this we owe all thole 
Paftorals, Songs, and Dances; and 
why fheuld we wonder they become 
fo excellent in this Art, as they had 
Cupid for their Mailer, who is the 
very God of Love ? As all things are 
beft at the Beginning; fo Love Was 
Wicfcrrupt, and the w firft Lovers Flames 
were all pure and virtuous* 
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This little God then, fo well ma- 
aag'd his Darts, that the Shepherd 
and Shepherdeffes burnt with mutual 
Flame. To pleafe each other, both 
were attentive-,, their Affedtion was 
reciprocal \ they never felt "Difquiets 
nor Jealoufcs, becaufe- they never 
entertain'd libidinous Defiresv This 
then was the Golden>Age of Love, 
when every one fhar'd Lpve free from 
Pain. But Cupid* at lengthy growing ti+ 
red of thefe fulfbme People, left them* 
being determined' to make the Tour of 
the World,. which' upon accountrof his 
"Youth, had not till then fallen out; 
He flew therefore,, to the firft great 
Town he could find, where he ftayed 
fome Time to be acquainted with 
what was going forward in it. The 
firft Thing he did, was to look out for 
a Service. , 
; ~ Now 
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Now I would not have my Readers 
furpriz'd, that fach a God fhould feek 
out for fuch an Employment ; for Ser- m 
vitude is Ms very Effence. By good 
Luck he got a Miftrefs that was well, 
made, but with a filly looking Face* 
white Hair, a fair Skin, and a iitric 
too ruddy \ her Eyes were blue, but 
without Meaning ; fhe was tail, but 
aukward, yet fomething like hand- 
fome and agreeable ; we fhall (with 
your Leave) call her Leonora. All 
Mankind were equally indifferent to 
her, and fhe fhew'd a eertain Con- 
tempt 5 which, however, proceeded not 
from Pride, but from a Coldnefs of 
Conftitution, which made all her Ad- 
mirers delpair: Indeed (he was fo very 
ftupid, that fhe feem'd to lay nothing" 
to heart. 

But 
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But Cupid was. not long with her, 
before he praAis'd the fame Trade he 
did when with the Shepherds ; for as 
Ke had nothing to value himfelf upon, 
but being a good Markfman, fo he be- 
gan tp. fear he fhould lofe his Aim, 
Ipr. w^it gf Pra&ice. At firft, by 
▼ay of getting his Hand in, he (hot at 
IjUndoaj; rather out of Play, than 
with an, Intent to wound* as Boys 
tpteh Kqx's. 

Oke I?ay § whpn,C^ had taken fulj 
Aim- a£ Lecnpra, he perceived his Ar-. 
vow to r^bpund at his, Feet *, and on 
taking it up, found it was muck blunt- 
ed ; this enraged our little Urchin to 
that degree, that he vow'd in Revenge, 
to wound her to fome Purpofe. To 
effedt which, he chofe out his ftiarpeft 
pointed Arrows, and whilft fhe was at 
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a Place, where many Men were got 
together, he levelled feveral Shot afr 
her, but they had no Effe£t on her 
Diamond Heart, and made no more 
Impreffion there, than Balls do againft 
the Wall of a Tennis- Court ; fo that 
though he wounded the Hearts of all 
that were prefent, who each in his Turn 
apply'd to himfelf Leonora* yet they ho-, 
ped but in vain to obtain her Love. 

At length Capid perceived in a Cor- 
ner an over- grown Booby, who hada^ 
Face that beipoke an inward Stupidity 
of Soul. He was lank* loijg,. lean, 
and boney, and when he mov*d he 
crawPd about like, a Snail, whittling 
for want of Thought $ and, to com- 
pleat his Figure, he had flaxen-coloijr'd 
Hair, which hung like a Pound of 
Candles dangling upon each Shoul- 
der behind him*, Cupid pofted himfelf 
to finite our She-rebel 5 at this Shot, 

Leonora 
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Leonora loft all Coldnefs, and became 
violently in Love infomuch that, no- 
thing but Modefty reftrain'd her from 
acquainting this queer Spark of the true 
State of her Heart, which, however, 
(he foon after did ; and he, good Boo- 
by ! as Luck would have it, returned 
her AffeAion with an equal Sublimi- 
ty of Sentiment* 

Never was Love carry *d on, in. fo 
eafy, indolent, and quiet a Manner* 
Neither had occafion to ufe Words or 
Sighs ; never were two Souls fo exadt- 
ly pairU All the Addrefs, that Lo- 
vers generally ufe to bring about their 
Ends, was to thefe extraordinary 
People quite ufelefs.. He made Love 
with bis Eyes, and (he anfwer'd it by 
Signs, and the moft ferious Tranfadtions 
of this Play of Love, was, that he 
touted Hours together on his Flute, 

whilft. 
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*whilft Ihe beat Time to his Harmo- 
ny. 

Our little God was piqued to Death 
to fee thefe Drones make Sport of that 
which the moft wife think a very fe- 
rious Matter, and having nothing to 
do in this Love-affair but look op, 
without being once called to their Affift- 
anoe, he began to confider what could 
be the Caufe of this very uncommon 
Love-party : And at length he found, 
that he had been deceived, in thinking 
that their Love was owing to his Darts; 
for the Sympathy of their "Affe&ions, 
the Similitude of their Actions, Man- 
ners, and Perfons, was the true Caufe 
of their Love. Thus diflatisfy'd to 
the Jaft Degree with ferving fuch a 
Miftrefs, he defired his Wages, and 
fought for a new Place. '. 

H* 
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to no purpofe, his Arrows, although 
drawn to the Head, might as well have 
been fhot at the Wind. But what 
moft enraged him, was the Flattery of 
thefe fage, Perfonages, who not only 
prais'd the Wit of Mifs Blount, and in 
their Poems and Letters to her celebra- 
ted her Beauty, but called her the Sun, 
Moon, rofy Aurora, &c. And in what 
did fhe refemble thefe Deities ? Except 
we compare her to the Sun 9 becaufe 
Ihe was buhtf with its Rays ; and the 
Moon was only like her, becaufe/* 
bad a bloated Fa$e •, and to the rofy 
Aurora, becaufe (he had a redNofe. 
How ftrangely then (hould we be de- 
ceived, if we fliould take a Poet in 
the literal Senfe, that the Word feems 
to imply ? Thefe Poets form ingenious 
Ideas of Perfons and Things, which 
feldom bear any Refemblance to the 
Originals ; and the Cafe, is that Wo- 
men 
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men love Flattery to that Degree, that 
however ugly they are, they never 
think Men flatter, when they praifc 
their Charms, whatever they pretend 
to the contrary. For however quick 
lighted, they may be in other Matters, 
yet they never iee their own Faults, or 
if they do, they excufe it to themfelves 
by fctting it againft fome other good 
Quality, and they fo fettle this Ac- 
count with themfelves, that the Ba- 
lance always turns out in their own 
Favour. 

But Cupid being very quick-fight- 
ed, plainly faw, that for all he could 
do, no one of his Miftrefs's Follow- 
ers were the leaft touch'd with Love j 
for all the Darts he (hot, when he 
gathered them up, were not in the 
leaft bloody •, a fure Sign of their ma- 
king no Impreflion; and this did 
but the more determine him, to fub- 
H due 
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due their Pride, and punifh them fe- 
verely for their Negledt of the Lady. 
After having at length ufed his whole 
Quiver in vain Efforts, and ijot know: 
ing where to get new Arrows, or even 
to find Iron to make their Heads of;, 
he ftole the Blade of our She-favou- 
rite's Penknife* and having fixtit to 
his Mind, he let fly at a certain* great 
Witi worthy of his Miftrefs's Tri- 
umph, and exaftly fuited to her own 
Form and Standard of make. 

His Size was little, but was graced 
with a large Hump upon his Shoul- 
ders; his Legs were Catfticks, but 
unequally paired ; he was almoft blind 
with one Eye, and faw very little with 
the other; and round their Rims 
was a Scarlet Border of fo good a 
Colour, that all the Water which plen- 
fully iflued from them, never faded 

their 



i 



Or* the Town Ccxjjjbts. 147 

their Tint. But if his Body was thus 
odious •, his Mind* was a Afo/} of Perfec- 
tion * and his Wit the moft brilliant 
in the World. Had it been his Fate, 
to have made Love in Spain* which 
never happens but in the Night Time, 
he had pall for a moft accomplifh'd 
Cavalier. Being thus fuddenly woun- 
ded, it rained Songs, Sonnets, and 
Madrigals ; never were . Veins better 
warm'd, nor Genius more heated, nor 
ever was there fo great a Profufion 
of Rhymes. Now indeed all thofe 
line Things, he before faid in Com- 
pliment, were turned all into Rea- 
lity ; he even now thought his Mif- 
trefs a real Sun* a true Star* and the 
aStual Aurora. And as his Love be- 
gan from admiring her Wit * fo the 
brilliant Things fhe faid, quite perfua- 
ded him, that fhe had not a fingle Im- 
perfection in her whole Body. 

H 2 I can't 
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I can't tell whether one Arrow of 
Cupid wounded both at the fame Time, 
or whether her Flame arofe from the 
fine Things he faid of her; but cer- 
tain it is, that fhe became equally in 
Love, with our deformed Hero. And 
ihe very wifely determined, not to let 
his Heart efcape her ; deeming it ve- 
ry unlikely that fhe fhould raifc a 
fecond Flame. She therefore was not 
behind her Lover in either Profe or. 
Verfe, and Cupid was conftantly fpi- 
riting up Anfwers and 'Replies. The 
Moment he carry'd a Sonnet, he was 
fent back with an Elegy, and during 
the Interval of Time he took up on 
this Errand, a Madrigal was com- 
pofed ; and if by chance any Thing 
extempore came forth, he was dif- 
patch'd with' it, and fore'd to return 
with the Anfwer in a Trice -, in which 

kind 
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kind of Work, our Lovers were fo 
very quick, that they feem'd Jugglers 
exhibiting the Slight of Hand. 

Nobody got by their Love, but the 
BookfeJlers; no other Trade received 
any Benefit from it. No Prefents of 
Fans, Handkerchiefs, or Toys •, but 
all their Prefents were Paper, They 
never once made a Ball, or a Con- 
cert, but there was Ballads in plenty ; 
and what was ftill more wonderful, 
and direAly contrary to the laudable 
Cuftom of the Times, there never were 
any Parties or Trips to Marybone Gar- 
dens, nor to any junket ting Place 
whatever. Sometimes indeed, they 
walked out into the Park, but then 4 
there was nothing eat or drank, not 
fo much as a Difh of Coffee. Little 
Cupid, ever ufed to Riot and Plenty, 
grew as thin as a Rake, on this Book- 
H3 worm 
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worm Diet; and PU tell you how 
the little- Love efcaped being quite 
ftarv'd. 

One Day, as his Miftrefs was reti- 
red to a certain Wood, breathing ten- 
der Sighs to the Ecchos and Zephyrs, 
he wander'd fomewhat wide in the 
Thicket, where by good Luck he met 
a pretty Page belonging to a great 
Lady of Quality,, who was giving an 
Entertainment a t:a Houfe a little fw- 
thcr in die Wood v and as no Crea- 
tures fo foon become^ acquainted as 
Dogs and Pages (under which I com- 
prize all the party-coloured . Tribe ) 
Love and tfre little Page, foon (truck 
up a Friendfliip together. He im- 
mediately carry'd Cupid to fee the ele- 
gant Defert that was prepared for the 
Company ; and their Mouths water'd 
to think of the Remains that would 

fall 
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fall to their Share. Cupid began to 
remember his old Feafts and Banquets, 
' and Ne&ar of the Gods. But what 
the little Urchin admir'd the moft, 
was a Dijb of Green Peafe, that coft 
the Fee-fimple of the Ground, on 
which they grew. This good Cheer, 
and the Faith he had in his Compa- 
nion's Word, eafily made him agree 
to fupport the great Lady's Tail. 

Thus he quitted his witty Miftrefs, 
without ever taking Leave of her ; but' 
he was vex'd when he recolle&ed he had 
not filch'd fome Verfes from her, be- 
caufe {he had made him pay for fome 
Satires he had ftolen to fell a certain 
Bookfeller, who is a noted Receiver 
of ftolen Goods of that Kind. 

' His new Lady did all in her Pow- 
er to find him out elegant and rich 
H 4 Drefles. 
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Drefles. It was fhe that invented the 
Sajb he was drawn in by certain Pain- 
ters, that fcruple to draw him quite 
ftaked, and which Drefs is even ob-. 
ferv'd to this Day. However dan- 
gerous he was reckoned before, his 
former Tricks, were nothing to thofe 
he has play'ft fince the Invention of 
this loofe Habit. The Lady Am* 
hrqfia^ for that was* the Name of hit 
new Miftrefs, was a Lady of the firft 
rate Accomplifhments ; for befides an 
uncommon Portion of Beauty, her 
noble Birth gave her a majeftick Air, 
which lent her a Superiority over thofe 
who equalled her in Riches and 
Make; Incenfe and Adoration was 
the ordinary Tribute paid to her 
Merit. 

CUPID, who had been brought 
up in Heaven, began to think himfelf 
in his own Country $ and he diverted 

himfelf 
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himfejf without Controul in her Pa- 
lace 5 altho' he was not known but in 
Mafquerade, yet he was quite charm'd 
to fee the profound Refpedt with which 
the Divinity he ferved was worfhipp'd* 
by the moft illuftrious Perfons. How- 
ever, after fome time he was. pro- 
voked to find, that what Offers and 
Conquefts his Lady obtain'd, fhe was 
ftill without any tender Sentiments, for 
any of her paffionate Admirers. Am- 
irq/ia's Pride was fuch, that of all her 
large Train of Loyers, none durft 
approach her, but with downcaft Eyes, 
altho' their high Merits entitled them 
to an equal Portion, of Favour. This 
determin'd Cupid to humble this 
haughty Rock, which lifted up its 
Pride above the Clouds. But like an 
artful General, before he erefted his 
Battery, he was determined himfelf to 
examine the Ground-work, His Di- 
H 5 vinity 
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vinity eafily enabled him to dive ihte 
her Heart ; and he was amazed to find 
that Ambrofia had already what he de- 
fign'd to make there, viz. a Heart 
moft fenfible to Love, and which 
blazed with the leaft Spark, that fell 
on it. But notwithftanding whatever 
* Ardor Love infpires in thofe Hearts 
he is Mafter of, or whatever warm 
Declarations her Lovers made to her; 
yet the Lady Ambrofia was Proof a- 
gainft all their Attacks ; fo jealous 
fhe was of her Honour. And Pride 
wasfo predominant in her, that fhe 
had rather perifh a thoufand Times 
than abate the leaft Title of thofe 
high born Qualities. For fhe thought 
if fhe was to fhew the leaft Compaflion 
to thofe below her, that her Quality 
was loft; that her Lovers would be 
pufFd tip with Vanity, and drop their 
wonted Incenfe to her; and that then 

her 
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her Reputation and Virtue would va~ 
nUh. For this Rtafon, pious Lady ! 
flie reflis'd all out-door Succour, % and 
very prudendy milled her Honour to 
the Cuftody of a (trapping Irijb Porter*, 
who guarded it fo well, as to' keep out 
all foreign Foes. Bur as ill Luck would 
have it, no Body was fer to watch 
over the Irijhman, who was fometimes 
called upon certain prefling Occafions,. 
to chafe away the Vapours, which 
fometimes are apt to over-power Peo- 
ple of Condition. 

This little domeffic Spy, from whom 

no Breach of Honour ever efcapes un~ 

noticed, dilcovered one Day, this grand 

Secret-, and to raife a juft Shame in 

her, he appear'd before her in that 

majeftic .Form, and with all that 

Beauty, that the too curious Pfycbe 

ventured and paid fo- dearly for dis- 
covering, 
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covering in him. He reproach'd her 
in the moft fevere Terms, with the 
grand and irreparable Scandal, (he 
had thrown on the whole Empire of 
Love. With the Injury fhe had done 
to fo many honourable Lovers, and 
the Meannefs of trufting her Fame 
with fo low a Gallant. 

He alfo let her underftand, flic did 
hot deferve to participate of the hea- 
venly Joys of true Love. In fhort, 
to be revenged of her, he told her* he 
would quit her Service, and publifh 
her Shame to the whole Earth. And 
he fwore by his Flambeau^ that as fhe 
had play'd this foul Trick, he'd be 
even with her -, that he would be her 
declared Enemy, and give her the 
Chace in whatever Company fhe ap- 
peared. 

AMBRO- 
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J MB ROSIJ, who thought, that . 
this Vifion, was a Dream, rub'd her 
Eyes to awake herfelf, and only found 
her Page, in the Place of the little 
God; with whom fiie began to pick 
a Quarrel, and called for her Gentle- 
man Ulher to have him whrpt. But 
Love, and the Page, both vanifhM* 
from her Sight; and then fhe faw 
that it' was Truth, and the Appari- 
tion real ; and profited fb well from 
the Senfe of her Fault, that fhe retired 
from theWorld, to a Solitude far diftant 
from Courts, from Follies, and from 
Seducers; where (he has fince lived 
a fober and a quiet Life, that docs- her 
Reputation. 

Although Cupid was greatly en- 
raged at having fo Angular an Af- 
front put upon him ; yet he wpu'd 
not leave the Earth, thinking he had 

other 
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other things yet to fee. He enterM 
into the Service of a Lady c^tll'd Cb- 
fUitiUai and to play the Part of a 
good Servant, immediately made life of 
his Arms to reduce to her Subje&ion 
many a fighing humble Servant. Thiar 
was the moil agreeable thing in the 
World to his Miftrefs, who pafTed 
for a Prude. She therefore feign M 
not to underft*nd the Cries of thofe 
Lovers that fuflfer'd for her ; (he was 
one of thofe Females we may fo juft- 
ly ftile a Prude Coqutti, a Race at 
prefent fq much multiplied, that one 
fcarce meets with any thing elfe. 

Under this new Miftrefs, he en- 
dured Very much; who altho* fhe 
had given him a laced Coat, a Hat 
a,&4 Feather, and Drefden Ruffles, yet 
her Freaks were to him intollerable. 
Her principal Paflion was for Mag- 
nificence 
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nificence, and her Drefs was always o- 
vcrdonc. She was ever on the Fidget 
to find out new Modes andFafhions* 
for to fay the Truth* her fading Beau- 
ty was very much help'd off by fuch 
Matters. However* to take her upon 
the whole, fhe was a good fhewy Fi- 
gure 5 which fhe fet off with a certain 
manner of Carriage, that made her ve- 
ry agreeable* But her principal Charm 
was that extraordinary Civility ami 
Coroplaifance* fhewn to every New- 
comer, whom fhe was glad enough to 
fix, to fupply the Place of fuch as de- 
serted her. But on the other Hand, 
thole fhe thought faft taken in her 
Nets, fhe ufed with great Severity ^nd 
Rigor. Never was any Body fb ar- 
duous to trepan Hearts as this Lady. 
The Fair, the Brown* the Witty, the 
Stupid, the Courtier, the Cit, were all 
alike to her. It was Satisfaction e- 
nough to obtain a new Conqucft. But 

her 
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her prime Delight was to Ileal away a 
Xover from one of her particular 
.Friends ; and her greateft Grief was to 
Jofe one of hfcr owu. 

It was Coquetilla* that putherfelf in 
the middle way, betwixt the Court 
and the City. If fhe was with the for- 
,mer 9 fhe diverted herfelf with the auk- 
ward Figures in the City \ if with tfa 
latter i fhe conftantly inveigh'd againft 
the Infblence of the Courtiers. She 
took upon her to moderate all Mat- 
ters as to Silks, Lace* Caps, Hair- 
Cutters, Furniture, China, and all 
thofe fine Things that diftinguifh Peo- 
ple of Tafte from the Vulgar. How- 
ever, fhe took double Care, to keep 
very well with the Citizens, who 
made her rich Prefents, ' and gave her 
Tickets for Opera's, Plays, and Mu- 

fick* 
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fick. Whenever her Lovers com* 
plained to her, of their dolorous Smart, 
ftie pretended to help them to a Re- 
medy, and by granting a few flight 
Favours of little Confequence, they 
became fo caught, as to be paft ho- 
ping for a Cure. But fhe only afted 
like one of thofe bad Surgeons, who 
when they meet with a flight Wound, 
by their ill Management make it great 
and dangerous. Thus with falfe Caw 
refles, (he pour'd more Oil on the Fire, 
and poifon'd that (he pretended to heal. 
Lave indeed, did his beft to fubdue her 
Heart, and was furprized to find, that 
all his Arrows only entered the Skin \ 
or if at beft, they made fome flight 
Wound, it was fo very flight, that it 
healed the next Day, at fartheft. But 
he was little offended, when he found 
out, that Coquetil/a, not content with 
the natural Beauty, Nature had gi~ 

vca 
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venher, ufed Art. Till then, Cupid 
was an , utter m Stranger to Artifice 
and Difguife ; he was aftonifli'd, to 
fee Paint, Patches, Pomatums, and 
different Changes of Hair. He was 
amazed to behold his Miftrefs, one 
Day in black Hair, and the next' 
in white. % And feeing her Face blot- 
ted over with Patches, he conceived 
flie had fcratch'd herfelf, or was wil- 
ling to hide fome Pimples. 

But the fharp Chit had not been 
long at this School, before he learned 
Difdain and Malicioufnefs. Love no 
longer taught his Miftrefs, but lhe 
inftru&ed her little God -, and rendered 
him as Coquettijh as herfelf. Here he 
Jearnt all thofe peevifli Qualities, he 
has fince pra&is'd. He learn'd to be 
a Traytor, perfidious, and unfaithful ; 
whereas, before, he was a Boy of 

Honour, 
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Honour, and true to his Word 5 in 
fhoft, he- became So fantaftical, and 
unlucky, that there was no fuch Thing 
as governing % him. He, from this 
Time, loft his Tafte for Sugar-Plums 
and Sweet-meats, and longed after 
dainty Difhes, and high Living. There 
yras now no prefenting him with Corab 
or Drolls ; he demanded Toys fee 
with Diamonds, and inlaid Snuff- 
boxes of Gold. Nothing was grown 
ib corrupt as that Houfe, infomuch 
that every body run the Rifle of Rum 
that enter'd into it. Neverthekfe, 
under fome fpecious Pretence or ano- 
ther, Coquetilla fo well play'd her un- 
der Game, that fhe {till kept her 
Chara&er. 

This Way of Life lafted for fome 
Time, and as new Dupes daily ap* 
pear f d> there was daily new Diverfion. 

Some- 
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Sometimes Balls and Dancing were 
in Play, for all Coquets delight in 
this Amufement; infomuch, that as 
it was faid of old, that the Harp was 
pqffefs'di fo we may truly fay, now 
a-days, the 1 Fiddle is a bewitching In* 
ftrument. Coquetilla^ became at lfcngth 
fo fond of this Exercife, that flie 
fell in Love with a Dancer, who 
Was fo ugly and ill^made, that he 
owed all his Merit, to the quick Mo- 
tion of his Feet. But he carry*d off 
the Prize from fo many Men of Wit 
and Beauty, whilft her nobleft Lo- 
vers, were amufed with fome trifling 
Favours. Cupid enrag'd at this Folly 
fhot one of his poifbn'd Darts (with 
which he ufed formerly to make Meta- 
morphofis) at the beloved Fidler ; and in 
Spite of his High-capering, he be- 
came changed into a Monkey ; and 
with fome Refemblance of his firft 

Form 
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Form, he retain'd all his Uglinefs 
and Agility. He was fometime af- 
ter in the Hands of a Show-man, 
who furprized his Audience with his 
Dancing on the Ropes ; which Trade 
perhaps' he learnt when he was a 
Man and a Lover. 

After this malicious Trick, play'd 
to his Miftrefe, Cupid, thought him- 
felf not fafe in her Houfe, and with- 
out taking any Leave quitted her 
Service. Being fo.very pretty a Fellow, 
he was not long out of Place. Mrs. 
Gains, feeing him fo well . drefs'd, 
thought he would not want a new 
Livery for a long Time, and he wil- 
lingly enter'd into her Service, altho* 
fhe was only a Milliner ; for he took 
her plodding Face to be quite free 
from that odious Coquettry he had 
been folong ufedto. The exquifite 

Beauty 
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Beauty of this Woman, made amends 
for a dwarfifli ungain Figure, and 
hid, that grofs Ignomnce fhe had of 
every Thing, but how to turn the 
Penny. So Low here fof-go* for a- 
while, that he was a Gentleman *nd a 
Page, and borrowed the Counter Air 
and lived a fober Cit. But a little 
after, he retook to his Bow, and 
wounded all the Cfcftomers, thafc en- 
tered his Miftrefs's Shop 5 yet all their 
Flatteries, tender Things, and civil 
Speeches were thrownjaway . Our Mil- 
liner, was deaf to them all, or ra. 
ther Jier ftupid Nature hindered a 
Return. He even tried his Darts on 
Mrs. Gains, but without Effe<9:, hU 
Arrows were all tip'd with Lead. 

However, fhe being one Daye- 
quip'd for a Mafquerade, he levelPd 
at her Heart a Purfe of Money, which 

had 
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had better Effeft than all his Darts. 
This at once, waked in her Breaft, 
two different Paflions, Love and Inte* 
reft % it's impoffible to this Hour to de» 
cide, which was moft predominant 
in her, for one feem'd to cherifli the 
other. It was neither Strepbon, nor 
Leander, nor Hylas y fhe admir'd, but 
the whole Race of Mortals. Then 
it was that feveral Cuftomers arriv'd 
to purchafe her Merchandize, and at 
the fame Time purchas'd the Mer- 
chant alfo* 

Thus Mrs. Gains was the firft that 
was fo prudent as to join Profit with 
Pleafure. Our little God, alfo, was de- 
termined to purfue his Miftrefs's Plan 
of things: He who till then never de- 
fired Money, without it was to buy 
Play-things, now ever kept his Eyes 
on the Counter * and confefs'd he took 

more 
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more Pleafure in beholding Pieces of 
Gold than Silver. And that he might 
not be cheated, he turn'd half his 
Quiver into a Cafe for Weights and 
Scales, to . fee that all he took was 
ftandard Weight. 

A Chamber-Maid, in theHoufe, 
that was his Confident, inftrufted him 
in the whole Science of Gain; and 
foon after he became fuch a Decoy- 
duck, that he would no longer make 
Ufe of any Darts that were not tip*d 
with Silver or Gold, and thefe never 
milled their Aim. 

Thus mercenary Love became in- 
troduced into the World, fo that 
from the Dutchefs to the Scullion 
Wench, Love is to be had for Money. 
And we may well alter the Proverb, 
that fays, " no Money, no Swifs, to m 
Money i no Love" 

Im- 
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Immediately after, Sonnets, Ma- 
drigals, and Love Letters were look'd" 
upon as old fafhioned Stuff, and were 
no where current. That even now 
a-days a hundred Stanza's of Verfe t 
are fold for a Guinea. However, this 
new Kind of Trade, makes it often 
happen that People purchafe unfound 
Merchandize-, for as before, Gallants 
with fpiritual Money, bought the Souls 
and Affeftions of their Miftrefles •, now 
a-days, all thefe brutal Minds, only 
obtain the Body and Flefh, as one 
may buy Swine at a Fair. And as 
the Parliament has thought fit to re- 
quire Bills of Health in the Sale of 
Cattle, fo in their great Wifdom they 
Ihould alfo appoint Infpe&ors in thefe 
Love-Markets, to certify the Health 
andSoundnefs of the Commodity that 
is on Sale. For the Gods, at length 
I enraged, 
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enraged, took upon them to punifh 
this feaodalous Traffick. 

For Bacchus , ever fincer he had quit- 
ted Ariadne for the Hogfhead, is an a- 
vowed Woman-hater. He therefore 
imported a certain Diftcmper fromi/*- 
dia\ which he had conquer'd, to pu- 
• nifli the Evil that arpfe from mer- 
cenary Love. This Evil fpread fo faft 
that not one who traded in this Kind 
has hardly efcaped the Effedrs of his 
Vengeance. Even Utile Cupid 9 him- 
felf, was damnably in for it; for in 
kiffing and toying with his Miflrefc, 
like a dutiful Servant, he became in- 
fefted with this deadly Venom. 

VENUS had been fome Time im- 
eafy at her Son's long Abfence, and 
was determin'd to fearch the Earth 
all over to find him ; fhe ordered there- 
fore 
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fore her Pigeons and Car; and at 
length arrived in London, where, at 
Cupid's Gardens, a Place infamous to 
this Hour, fhe found her Son amidft 
a great Number of Devotees he had 
pick'd up in that righteous City. She 
indeed, fcarce knew him at firft Sight* 
for he had quitted his Bow, and had 
acquired a fickly, wheyifh Look j fhe 
ran to him, and embracrd him, and to 
pleafe him offer'd him fome pretty 
Toy. But he mock'd at that, and 
fliew'd her Coffers fill'd with Gold and 
Silver j and convine'd her that he had 
amaffed together great Wealth ; and 
even told her any one would be well 
off to fhare'the Money, that now 
a-days paffes in the Commerce of 
Love. 

After he had repeated to her all 

his Adventures, he could not help be - 

wailing the ill State of his Health, 

1 2 which, 
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which, to fay the Truth, fhe at firft 
perceived. She carried him, therefore, 
without Lofs of Time to Mfculapus y 
and prayed him to cure him out of 
' Hand •, but this was beyond his Power, 
for he was forced to fend to India 
•for Medicines to effedt his Cure He 
was alfo willing to have the Affiftance 
of another Deity called in. Mercury 
at length, undertook the Cure; but 
not without letting him fuffer a lit- 
tle, which he did to be revenged of him 
for the many Jaunts he had taken 
to the Earth to find him out. 

When he was well, Venus carry'd 
him Home, where fince fhe has kept 
a kind of Court, and ihe conftandy 
overlooks his Conduft. It's true, he 
is become much wifer of late, and 
when he is naughty, inftead of Rods, 
his Mother threatens him with Mer- 

wry 
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tury. This has a much better Effedt 
upon him, than all other ChaftHement. 

Ever fince this Time he has ab- 
horred mercenary Love, and he con- 
ftantlyfwears by his Quiver and Bow, 
that he'll never more turn Bawd ; 
and that his Arrows lhall never reach 
thofe who are fond of pecuniary Love. 
He offers his Succour, alone to thofe 
truly worthy Lovers, who feek after 
Wit, Beauty, and Virtue, all of them 
Gifts of Heaven, But for all lucra- 
tive, brutal Lovers, he abandons them, 
and leaves them to the Remorfe of 
their Crimes, and will no more allow 
diem to be lawful Subje&s of the 
Empire of Love. 



1 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

A Jbort Chapter but abounding with 
Matter. 

AS foon as the Talc was ended, 
and proper Cdinplimefltsr made 
to Angelica^ Mrs Harris , who introdu- 
ced M\& Gripe into this Aflembly, 
let her know it was Time to go homei 
and with a profound Reverence fhe 
took Leave of the Company, who, 
for fome Time after, entertain'd them- 
felves with making Remarks on the 
great Beauty, and fuperlative Igno- 
rance of this young. Creature, 

JENNTj being return'd home 
could not contain the Pleafure fhe had 
received ffom having, feen the Beaux 

Mondti 
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Monde, and with the many fine Things 
fhe had heard. She gave private Or- 
• ders to het old Nurfe to receive fuch 
K6oks,>s were fent her, and to hide 
them under the Matrafs of the Bed, 
for fear her Mother, who us'd fre- 
quently to tumble over her Trunk, 
fhouM difcover the Treafure. The 
Books were fent ibon after from Mr. 
Blaze. They were the fix Volumes of 
the Arabian Night's Entertainment. She 
immediately lock'd herfelf up in her 
Room, and fell to /easing them, from 
Night till Morning, with fuch an Ex- 
travagance, that fhe fcarcely ever eat 
or drank •, and when they wanted her 
to work, as ufual, Ihe feign*d Sick- 
nefs, pretending fhe had not flept 
aH Night, and her Eyes were weak, 
proceeding from this Rage of Read- 
ing. Befides which, fhe gave other 
Signs of her new acquired Learning* 

1 4 It 
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It is very natural for us, wheft wc 
read of a fuppofitious Man in fuch 
Books, to figure to one's felf that he 
is like fome Man one knows. So 
Jenny thought Celadon (the Hero of 
the Jaft Romance fhe had read) was 
the fame Figure, Shape, and Air, as 
Mr. Blaze \ and as Aftr*a was dc- 
fcribed to be very handfome, (he con- 
ceited, that fhe was her exaft Refem- 
blance. For a.youpg Girl is never 
backward in attributing to herfelf more 
Charms than is her Share. In a Word, 
fhe conceited that all that Celadon faid 
to Aftr*a % Mr. Blaze fpoke in his own . 
proper Perfon to her ; and fhe thought 
herfelf very happy in havijig obtain'd. 
ib very gallant a Lover ; and fo ftrong-- 
ly fhe became infatuated by reading 
fuch Sort of Books, that fhe a&ually 
fell in Love with Mr, Blaze. For 

it 
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\t very often hapj>ens, that fuch 
who have been brought up without a 
due Intercourfe with the World, fall 
in Love with the firft Man they 
meet. 

Wb are not to wonder then if Jemy* 
who had been educated in the utmoft 
Obfcurity, who had never read, nor 
had ever feen any Body, fhould be 
caught in this Net. For this, will 
ever be the Cafe of a narrow. Edu- 
cation. She could never quit her dear 
Romances, except to go to Angelica's, 
Houfe*, and fhe contriv'd all Occa- 
fions to get thither. Mr. Blaze who, 
by this Time was acquainted with 
Her Mind, mifs'd no Opportunity of 
feeing his Miftrefs, 

He was amazed, that in fo fmaft 
a Time, fhe could get through fo ma- 

15 »y 
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ny Books, as he daily fent her. But 
he was ftill more furprized, at the 
Btnefit (he obtained by reading, and 
at the vaft Change it wrought in 
her Mind. She was now become the 
Leader of all Difcourfe, and fhewM 
that her former Stupidity, by the Re- 
marks fhe made, was not owing to 
a Want of Capacity, or Want of Wit j 
but to a total Omiffion of all Educa- 
tion. 

MiuJMSfz*, was alfo greatly rejoie'd 
to find that he daily made a great 
Progrefs in her Heart. For as fhe had 
chofen Aftr*a for her Model, fo (he 
imitated all her Words and A&ions, 
in even pretending the fame Rigor 
towards Blaze* that the former held to 
her Shepherd Celadon. But Ihe was not 
as yet become fo dextrous, but that 
Blaze very well perceived her true 

Sen- 
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Sentiments of him. And the better 
to deceive her he talk'd to her in- 
t£rely in the Stile of Romances. He 
was eternally complaining of her Cru- 
elty, atid of his Mifery. And he prac- 
tis'd all the Grimace of the moft pafli- 
onate Lover. This infinitely pleas'd 
Mifs Jenny y who was charm'd at the 
being addrefs'd juft in the Fafhion 
and Form ^ifplay'd in her favourite 
Books. And as foon as ever Blaze 
faw her weak Side, he read over a- 
gain the Hi/lory of Aftraa and Celadon *, 
nay, he even affumed that Name in 
his Letters, and (he in Return called 
herftlf Aftr<ea •, indeed he fo exactly 
conform'd himfelf to thofe laudable * 
Hiftories, that they feem'd, as it were, 
to revive the very Being of thofe Lo- 
vers ; if ever they had any Being at 
all. 

Her 
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Her Shepherd fiipplyM her with 
firefh Romances, which fhe ftudiedDay 
and Night, fo that in a very- litde 
Time, fhe became the greateft Prate- 
apace and Coquet of that Quarter of 
the Town. Jemrfs Father and Mother, 
very foon faw the different turn (he 
took, and was amazed to fee how much 
jhe was improved fince fhe bad kept 
Company. They complained (he was 
already fpoilM, and to get rid of her, 
they were determined to marry her off, 
as foon as pofEble. All the Diffi- 
culty was, to determine right as to 
the two Parties that offered themfelves. 
It's true, he was engaged to the firft, 
but the latter was out of all Com- 
panion the moft rich. 

The old Woman detdled Smart 9 cvtr 
fince the Adventure of the Harpjicori 

and 
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and Looking-Glafs ; and from that time* 
when (he mentioned him, it was by the 
Name of Mr. Confound-all; and Gripi 
never could endure him, fince the 
Law-Bufinefs with Lucretia. 

Though poor Smart thought he 
had conquered all Difficulties, by the 
Prefcnt he had made the fordid old 
Woman; and by the Difcharge he 
had obtain'd from Lucretia** Uncle ; 
yet thefe old People were hourly beat- % 
ing about for an Occafion to break 
with Smart, and fix Matters with 
Ttedcott. The former's Folly, foon 
help them to the thing they fought for, 
and they took Time by the Fore-lock. 
It happened one Day that Mifi'Jfl*. 
9$ faw him difplay a great Deal of 
Gold, he had about him, which he 
told her, he had won at Play, Mr. 
Gripe, and his Wife feeing him thus 
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get Money by the Buihel, were fome 
Time in Sufpenee, whether to let him 
have Jemy or riot* But an old Un- 
cle, fc reverend Ecclefiaftick, fhewM 
them, that, tho* Fortune had helped 
him to win fix hundred Guineas to-day, 
y<*t to-morrow fhe might make him 
lofe a thoufand* nay, for aught he 
knew, all his Subftance; at leaft, 
this was a very good Opportunity 
for them to break off the Match; 
And to add to his Mifliap, the Cur, 
Fillupy met Gripe the next Day,,, in 
the Street, and afk'd him how the 
Marriage proceeded; and without flay- 
ing for a Reply •, well, well* (fays he) 
be the Match as it will we flea'd your 
Bridegroom ! We made him pay two 
thoufand for his Folly, and then he 
told him the whole Story, Mr. Grip*, 
would fain have had Fittups to have 
gone home with him, to inform his 

Wife 
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Wife of this fccrct Hiftory of Smart's 
great Wcaknefs ; but Fittups rcply'd, 
he was invited to a good Feaft, and 
for a good Dinner he would have 
left his own Wife in the Lurch. For 
this Pro£tor,like many of his Brethren 
made his Belly his God, fo that* 
Gluttony was the principal Objeft 
of his Adoration ; for he confidered 
that to-morrow we die. 

These Matters, being duly weigh M 
by Jeiwf* fage Parents j they deter-, 
mined to break off the Match, out 
of Hand/ of which that veiy Evening 
they gave him fome Intimations . But 
he being not very willing to take their 
Word, § Jemy herfelf, let him know 
(he would never be his Wife 5 for if 
flic was forced to marry him* (he 
fliould be eternally miferable. Thus 
finding it in vain to drive againft 

Wind 
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Wind and Tide, he came to a Re- 
folution to wait on her no more * 
and the next Day delivered up the 
Articles that were figned, which were 
immediately deftroy *d. Whether they 
were burnt or torn I can't pofitively 
determine, but I am inclined to think 
the former, as Fires were then in Sea- 
Ion; He took Leave of the Com- 
pany with a good Grace, and proffef 
of his Service, which the old Folks but 
little regarded ; fo he loft two Mjftfeffes 
and bis Monty by this rueful Treaty, 

But he*s now at Liberty to for- 
iriih out fome new Hiftory of the 
like Kind ; which I mention to (how 
Jic was neither kilPd, msrfiacred, nor 
affaflinated, which an Author kfs con*- 
fciefitious than I am might have ea- 
fily brought about. 

Thk 
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i The Moment that Gripe had got > 
rid of Smart , he fat about finiihing 
Matters with Bedcott \ but when the . 
SubjeA of the Settlement came on 
the Tapis, there was no End of Bick- , 
ering betwixt them. Gripe and his 
Wife infilled on the fame Settlement . 
that Smart had made ; and they thought . 
this very, reafonable considering his 
fordid Appearance and dronifh Nature. . 
But he was for making fuch a Set* 
tlement as fuited beft with his ftingy > 
Diipofition, and would haggle for a ; 
fPife> as he would for a Piece of Cloth.: 
However, Mr. Cupid got the better of his . 
Soul, and he let himfelf be bridled 
according to their Will* lb the Day 
for figning the Settlement was fixt % 
a Collation was prepar'd j Friends in- 
vited, and Bedcott figned in due Form 
and Courfe of Law* 

But 



^pr 
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But when it was delivered Jenny 
to fign, the Father itlyinqg-on: Her 
ufaal Obedience, ifieiiefufed. to take 
the Pen. At firft he thought iewas 
Vii£in-Mbdefty, bur at length* rafter 
many Remonftrances from her "Father, 
flie thank'd her Parents for the Paina 
I? \ f • t|ey had bee# at, in finding ova: * 
^faiban^ for her^but that in Efiecf 
'"■&?■ flfcwkKchoefe - for. herfclf. . Thai 
fhfe was* handibme enoughs to hope 
fof «- fastoyr better Qfims,; and fliet ttuft- 
c$$*fe ^buWvd6om her lib fbmc Mad 
o# Q*aifty> that at leafl: fhe'expec- 
ted* a Lover In a Coach and Six, with 
a'fti&Ute Amttdmce; She urged the 

Examples: of Lady. Q~— r y, Mrs. 

■ v f •; <■ ' i iind niany ofcher&, who had: 
made their Forttme by their Beauty, 
and^ married- MeA of Rank: That, at 
the worftj (he was yet but young, and, 
could wait to fee what Fate was 

referved 
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referved for her, and chat atail Evotx, 
fhe did not. Ddpair of obtaining a 
better Man than Beicctt y who was 
the Pi&ure of 111-Luck and Mis- 
fortune. 

GRIPE* regarde*" his Daughter, 
with a Rage that almoft choak'dtup 
his very Words. <c You vile Baggage, 
** you (fays he) where did yoa ga»- * 
• c ther up this Load of Pisfiunprion! 
41 What, thefeare the Fruits of the 
"keeping Company- with the fine 
" Mife^rf/iW-r-Yes truly, youd*- 
U well, very well to lay down a Plan 
" for yourfelf, that might even ftag- 
u ger the Vanity of a Woman with 
c< twenty thonfand Pounds to her 
". Fortune. — You, forfooth! — Yes, 
c< you! — that have not a Groat torc- 
" ly on!— What Devil could put it. 
" into your Head to dream of Beaux 
" and Rakes I— .Creatures, that after 

" con- 
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14 confuming their own Fortunes, de« 
cc vour their Wives alfo.— But thank 
" God! thank God! — I know how 
" to deal with you, and how to teach 
•* Obedience to diflblute Daughters.** 
When you have been fix Months of 
your Life in Wales, with you Aunt 
Prudence* you'll fing another Tune- 
Go, Miftrcfe Contraction ; — Trundle, 
trundle, pack up yeur Box, and trun- 
dle into Woks. 

All the Company was furprized 
to fee her ftill remain obftinate; a 
Girl, who hitherto had lived fo inno- 
cent a Life, and paid an entire Sub- 
miffion to her Parent's Will. But 
what made her fo refolute, was her 
Paffion for Mr. Blaze. Before that 
commenc'd it was the fame to her 
whoever flie married. When Gripe** 
Rage began to abate, he made many 

Ex- 
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Excufes to the Company, but par- 
ticularly to Mr. Bedcottj and faid the 
Marriage was at an End ; he lamented 
the Folly of Youth, that never knows 

its own Benefit 



" Good God (quoth he) how Times 
44 are changed! How the Age is 

44 perverted ! — All filial Obedience 

44 is at an End! — I well remember 

44 how I lived with my Father !— Poor 

c< Man, his Soul is in Heaven ! — We 

44 all of us, Children, us'd to fet op-. 

44 pofite him in his Study 5 but the 

44 boldeft of us did not dare to do fb 

44 much as to Ipit before him ! — With 

44 one fingle Word, he made the whole 

44 Houfe tremble — Not even I, whp 

44 did not marry till forty, fcarce durft 

44 fpeak to him •, much lefs contra- 

44 did him!" Gripe ftill went on, 

railing at the Folly of young People. 

But 
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But his Wife determined he fhould 
: not have all the Difcourfe to himfelf. 

cc Honey (fays fhe) it's true, as 
c< you fay, the World is ftrangely per- 
" verted indeed. When we were 
*' young, we were forced to live with 
*' fuch Modefty, that the moft au- 
<c dacious of us, never durft lift up 
44 her Eyes to look at a young Man ! 
cc — Our Days were paft in civil Pu- 
* c rillty ! — But now-a-days Girls arc 
<c as impudent as Court-Pages, this 
" comes of giving them too much 
""Liberty; whilft Jenny was kept 
** at home to her work, fhe never jijh'd 
" in troubled Waters. But fincc fhe has 
" been permitted to go to Angelica*,, 
cc where fhe has feen nothing but 
" "Fools and Coxcombs^ all our Care 
" of her is come to naught. My 
" Gbd! how filly we were to give 

" her fo'much Liberty." 

Mas. 
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Mrs. Harris; who had been called 

to the Wedding- feaft, an4 who affedtod 

to know a great deal of the World, 

with a large Crack with her Fan,, ob- 

ferved, " When you refledt on the 

44 young Lady your Daughter, pray 

.*' ceafe to-rcflett on Madam ,An&tUc<f% 

44 Houfe, where there frequents;marty 

44 People of Wit and Quality, all of 

. " whom behave with firth RefpeA and 

44 Discretion, that it may be called the 

44 School of Virtue and Wifdom. Nay 

44 perhaps, Madam, a young Woman 

c< that ^is fenfible of.hcr Charms, is 

44 not altogether fo much in the wrong. 

44 It's true, that keeping good Com- 

44 pany gives; one an Air that under- 

44 btied Mortals paqnot arrive at j 

44 therefore it's rnot furprifing, ■ that a 

44 pretty young Lady fhould not be 

44 in a Hurry to xngage in a. frightfbl 

44 Match, 
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44 Match, when flie has fo much 
■"* Caufe from her Merit to hope for 
44 better Things. I pity my Coufin 
44 Bedcott, who would never follow my 
44 Advice, which was to take time and 
44 gain his Miftrefs's Affe6tion by 
4i Affiduity, rather than merely to 
"*• triift to filial Obedience. At leaft, 
44 by perfuing this Plan, he would 
44 have difcover'd by degrees her Ha- 
• 4 tred to him, and have prevented 
44 the Difgrace of this public Refu- 
44 fci." > 

44 You are 'very much in the right, 
(fays the Clergyman that was Mils 
Jemy*s Uncle) 4€ when People marry 
4< they ought firft to know one ano- 
• 4 4 therms Tempers. But, neverthelefi, 
n my Niece has done ill to difoWy 
44 her Parents * efpecially as her^Rea- 
44 ions for it are quite chimerical, in 

44 hoping 
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u hoping tomarry fome Man of Qua- 
u lity ; Parents beft know what is 
" good for their Children, How few 
. " People make their Fortune by their 
fC Beauty! — It betrays a hundred 
" where it raifes one ! — But here is 
u no Pretence for a Refuial, for the 
€C Match that offers is infinitely above 
" her, and the Gentleman capable of 
" maintaining her after the moft gen- 
" teel Fafhion." 

" You have hit the Nail on the Head 
(cries out John Bcdcott, Efq; whofe 
Timidity and Rage had hitherto bound 
him to Peace) " certainly, the moft 
• c happy Marriages are, where People 
" are of the lame Quality, Si tit vis 
" nubere nube pari. And I love at my 
" Heart the Law that Divdorus Siculus 
<c mentions to have prevail'd in old 
" Egypt $ that every one fhould con- 
K 4C tinue 
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c< tinue in their Father's Employment; 
" and this is a Law obferv'd at this 
ic Day by the Cbinefe 3 who make every 
" Man follow his Father's Trade. 
•• But as our modern Policy is. not 
cc half fo good, I wonder not at Mifs 
" Jenny's Condudt; perhaps Ihe may 
" not find in me fufficient Merit. 
M However, her Refufal (hall never 
** hinder me doing her all the good 
44 that lies in my Power, and I fhall 
44 ever be glad to ferve her. At leaft, 
44 I have this Obligation to her, that 
44 fhe will hinder in me any future 
44 Thoughts of a Wife. For, to fay 
" the Truth, I began to diftruft and 
44 beuneafy with fuch Forms and Ce* 
44 remonies, which are quite contrary 
44 to my Nature. I had rather marry 
44 like the Mob, who feldom fee their 
44 Wives but in a Pew, or leaning 
44 againft the Pillar of a Church -, and 

44 who 
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" who only obferve, and require a Wife 
" to be neither blind nor huirtp-back'd. 
tc But fmce I have been deceiv'd, I 
cc mull endeavour to find Comfort 
" and Confolation, in Seneca and Plu- 
" tarehy and the whole Duty of Man.' 9 
After this a Collation, that Bedcott had 
order'd, was ferv'd up, which being 
foon devoured, all the Company de- 
parted to their refpe&ive Homes. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

In which this Hiftory is concluded. 

*DEDCOTT after revolving things 
•*-^ over, and over, in his Mind, be- 
gan to thank his good Angels for 
delivering him from the Match; or 
rather from the Horns he might have 
reafonably expe&ed to have * had, if 
the Marriage had taken effedt. And^ 
he began to regret the Expence of 
the Collation, almoft as much as the 
Lofs of Mifs Jenny. 

The next Day to punilh their 
Daughter's Infolence, Pride, and Dif- 
obedience, they fent her to a certain 
fevere old Lady's Houfe, who had 

been 
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been recommended to then! as a pro- 
per Perfon to tame her High-Flights. 
But this turn'd out but a poor Ex- 
pedient •, fhe went out of the Frying- 
Pan into the Fire. For in Truth, 
this old metbodift Lady, with all her ap* 
parent Sandttty, hadnoother Way of fub- 
fifting herfelf, than by the Penfions (he 
got of her Boarders. Her Houfe* 
therefore, was a Rendezvous for all 
run-away Daughters, big-bellied Maids 
and Wives elop'd from their Hufbands; 
and I have fince been told, that a cer- 
tain Gentleman, too great indeed to 
be named here, had twice recover'd his 
Wife out of her Hands, having in 
vain, fond Man! fearched the whole 
Kingdom over for her. He fearch'd 
indeed for bis own, and let every Man 
take Livery and Seizin of bis Goods. For 
thofe here that had filver and gold 
Keys, never wanted Admittance to 
Mrs. Fainl/s Houfe, for that was the 
K3 old 



♦ 
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okf Hag's Name. Where, upon proper 
Terms, Parlours and Privacy was at 
every one's Service. Jenny, foon let 
Mr Blaze know where fhe was con- 
fined ; and that he might fee her, pro- 
vided he ufed Precaution and Secrecy. 
And whenever fhe went out, her Chair- 
Men never afk*d her which way they 
were to go, they knew their Way to 
Blaze's Houfe in Hill-Street. Never 
any Lover, found a better Opportuni- 
ty to play all the Game without any 
Lookers on. Whereas, when Jenny was 
in the World, he faw her but feldom, 
and fpoke to her by Stealth. Wt 
thank'd her, over and over, for the 
generous Aftion fhe had done for him, 
and commended the Spirit, fhe had 
demonftrated on the Occafion. I fhaH 
neither trouble my Reader nor felf with 
giving a Detail of all the pafiionate 
and amorous Matters that paft betwixt 

our 
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our Lovers •, but all I know for cer- 
tain, is, that (he agreed ina little Time 
to run away with Blaze. He had no- 
thing to do but prcpefey for Jenny was 
all Obedience. 

I shall leave it to my Reader, to 
make Comments on her want of Dis- 
cretion. I am not here writing a Mo- 
ral Book, but relating Fads as they 
really happen'd. I am not in theleaft 
bound to juftify her Conduct, being 
not paid for that ; as many are that, 
write the Hiftory of great People. She 
was in Truth ftolen away by a Lad- 
der, that was fet there on Purpofe, 
under Pretence of repairing the Houfe. 
Jenny ftept into the Coach and Six ; 
Blaze was poffcft of his Treafure ; and 
carried her to a Caftle of his, fome- 
where in the Weft of England. It was 
in vain to endeavour to find out where 

the 
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the Lovers were gone. Mr. Gripe, the 
next Day, indeed rats' d~ the Hue and 
Cry, and faying many cruel Things 
on the Wickednefs of the Age, he 
commenc'd a Suit againft fix Perfons 
unknown, in blue lac'd Liveries, with 
Cockades in their Hats ; who having not 
the Fear of God before their Eyes, bad 
contrary to the Peace of this Realm, 
and at the Instigation of the Devil, 
forced his daughter, yolens nolens 
from Kenftngton. And, at length, a 
Proclamation was iffued out to ap- 
. prehend their Hats and Feathers, their 
* tall Make, and, brown Complexions. 

This is all he obtained by this 
Ijiwfufs, except the Reputation of a 
Madman, for thus ufelefly publifhing 
his Daughter's Folly to the whole 
Earth. But if ever I get any fu- 
ture Intelligence of the Condudt of 

Jennyy 
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Jenny^ I aflure you on the Word of 
an Author, I'll bring all to Light. 

We are now at Leifure to return 
to Lucretia, whom we left under great 
Difficulties, on Account of a Difpo- 
fition that began to be very grievous. : 
The better to conceal which, for 
fome Time paft, fhe did nothing but 
rail at the Vanity of this World, and 
the Difficulty there was .for People 
to keep their Reputations, that $n- 
ter'd .into die pleafurable Scenes of, 
it; On the Infidelity and Perfidi- 
oufnefs of Mankind; of the Cheats 
and Artifices they made ufe of, to; 
furprize the fair Sex, and all this- 
fhe brought out at fuel! fubtle Times » 
that no one fufpedted her real Cafe, 

She faid that Feafts and Balls, which 
fo much delighted young People, had 

only 
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only their Charms for a fhort Seafbn, 
juft during the giddy Part of Youth ; 
but that in the End they afforded no 
real Satisfa&ion * that for her Part ihe 
had had a Surfeit of them, and had loft 
all Taftc for them, and was only fond 
of a retir'd Life. 

She haunted Churches, and Me- 
thodift AflemblieSy and her Reading 
was changed from Romances, to ^tay* 
ler % $ bqfy living and dying* the Lady's 
Library ', and the Pilgrinfs Progrefs. She 
was continually enquiring after Chari- 
ty Sermons, and Morning and Even- 
ing Le&ures. She was very fatirical 
upon Patches, Paint, Ribbands, Pom- 
poons, Pigtails, and every Kind of 
Drefe, but large Hoops. 

The whole Quarter of the Town, 
where Lucrctia liv'd, rang of her Me- 

thodifm 
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thodifm, and every Body thought foe 
wou'd foon become foch a Devotee, as 
to quit all Intcrcourfe with the World. 
And indeed this foon happened, for 
fee retir'd to Mrs, Fainly\ efteem'd 
a perfect Convent for Sanftity. There 
foe foon refum'd her Acquaintance 
with Mifs Jenny % and they inftrudfced 
each other with the Hiftory of their 
Amours-, but their Intimacy lafted 
not long, for Mils Jenny ^ as is before 
obferved, foon gave them the Slip ; 
nor did Lucretia Hay much after 
her for fhe left that Place, in 
which foe had denied to fee all her 
former Acquaintance, and boarded 
herfelf at a Midwife's at Hammer fimtb\ 
where foon after, foe was delivered 
of a fine Boy ; whofe Education foe 
intruded to the fame good Woman. 

Two or three Months, being paft, 
foe return'd Home to Jber Uncle; 

but 
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but fo mortified and pale, and with" 
fuch refign'd Looks, that (he paffed 
for the moft fanftified Methodift in Lon- 
don. With thefe Looks, and her hy- 
pochondriacal Difcourfe, fhe deceiv'd 
even thofe that knew her,* in her gay- 
eft Days ; fo that Madam Harris ve- 
rily believ'd fhe would make a fuita- 
ble Match for her Coufin Bedcott. He 
poor foul ! fince he mifs'd of Jenny* did 
nothing but rail at the Coquetry of 
the young Women of the Age ; fo had 
vow'dto God never' to efpoufe any 
one whatever, that was not brought 
up a . Methodift. Upon which, Mrs. 
Harris propofed Mifs Lucretia to him, 
whbfe fevere Conduft had gain'd him 
the Applaufe of all, little Minds. The 
only Difficulty was, to prevail on her, 
again to think of worldly Matters. 

Mrs. Harris undertook^ tlft Part 
of the Difficulty ; which fincerely re- 

joic'd 
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joic'd Bedcott % who thereby fguld b? 
freed from the trouble of Courtflup. 
However, he fubmitted to be a hear- 
er of the Bufinefs, and was wonder^ 
fully edified by liftening to the Ha- 
rangues of Lucrctia, on the Miferies 
of this tranfitory Life, and upon thfe 
Charms of Retirement. He therefore 
never durft open his Lips, about 
Love or Marriage to her, for he poor 
Soul, was fearful of that, even to 
Girls devoted to earthly Enjoyments. 
When his Coufin broke the Bufinefe 
to Lucrctia, (he was full three Months 
fcefore (he would liften to the Pro- 
pofal. Sometimes (he pretended it 
wa$ a Trial fent from God to prove 
her Stedfaftnefs ; and flie then defi- 
red Time to afk of God by Prayer, 
if it was fitting that fuch an Affair 
fliou'd take Effe&? At lepgth (be 
xonfented to be married, but with 
. • L the 
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the fiphc apparent Relu&ancy as if 

Ihe had been going to the Gallows. 

Mrs. Harris foon advertizM her 
Coufin of the joyful News j who was 
(b ravifh'd with having got the Conr 
lent of fo fqueamifli a Licly, that he 
flood upon no Terms a$ tO> Settle- 
ments * but fettled his all upon her; 
thinking that fuch a religious Perfbo, 
could not deceive him, nor commit 
the lead Error in Point of Judg- 
ment. 

But to deceive him the better, ihe 
bought all Sorts of neceflary Houfe- 
hold Furniture, out of the Remains 
of Smart's Contraft-money, and only 
paid down a third, and eafily left the 
reft on his Credit. 

Thus, 
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. Thus ihe appear'd to Bedcott a 
Miracle of Prudence^ in acquiring fa 
.many Things with fo little Money ! 
And for . the idle Cuftom, 'of laying 
out & large Supi of Money in Prefente 
at Weddings, - ; .thefe fhe ^Ibfolutely re- 
.fufed ; which gain'd much upon Bed- 
cott > as he found fhe avoided all Op- 
portunities of putting him to any Ex- 
pence. . ' 

But what pleas'd him the moft, 
was, that all Ceremonies were to be 
avoided; and fhe .was only to leave 
her Home and meet him at the Churchy 
and then go to his Houfe ; who ve- 
rily believed from his Heart, that he. 
was poflefled of the very Fbwer of 
Virginity. ■ 



Ao8 STxTiHVtt Beav* 

Thus able Fowlers, put one Bird in 
a Trap to take another. — As for 
the Vifcouniy all that lean learn of 
him is, that he was ftab'd in Italy for 
attempting to debauch a Nun of a great 
Family. And when it fhall happen, 
which in all probability may not be 
in a Hurry, that tke Lives of mar- 
ried People will bear the Prels, you 
mayexpe&a further Account of thefc 
two worthy People. 



FINIS. 
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